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PREFACE. 



The temper of the times by no means 
favours the enlarged study of deep theo- 
logical subjects, and thus whilst the Lati- 
tudinarian bias of the day is constantly 
evoking denials of solemn truths which 
lie at the very root of the Christian faith, 
we can only meet the attack by brief 
notes instead of lengthened arguments. 
The deflection we here seek to expose 
does not arise from the assault of avowed 
opponents, but from the philosophising 
speculations of otherwise sound Professors 
who thus are in danger of making *' ship- 
wreck concerning the faith '^ (1Tyo^\-"^^' 
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They presume to sit in judgrDent upon 
God — ^to prescribe what He ought and 
ought not to do — and pronounce against 
the justice of the eternal duration of the 
punishment of the wicked — framing theo- 
ries of mercy, or of annihilation, by which 
it may be reheved. These assertions, the 
one of interposing mercy, the other of the 
cessation of being, represent the two main 
lines of argument by which the philoso- 
phy of our age directs its attack against 
man's moral responsibihty and God's judi- 
cial government of the world. The two 
authors here specially alluded to, may be 
taken each as the leading authority in his 
own School of Thought. 

In examining and combating their 
opinions, distinct quotations are given 
from their works with the pages where 
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they occur, that the Authors, and all 
who know the publications, may compare 
and judge of their accuracy. 

The Titles of the Works and the 
names of the Authors are withheld, to 
allow of a more free discussion without 
the appearance of personality. 

The details of each theory — the argu- 
ments and proofs upon which it is foim- 
ded, and its effect upon the character of its 
propounder, are drawn from their pages 
with equal accuracy — and the bearing 
upon the Church of Christ of such 
Schools of Thought can be equally mea- 
sured — without reference to names or 
titles. 
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GOD'S PURPOSE IN JUDGMENT 

CONSIDERED 

Slitt SuwM lltfmnte to ifet ^sstrtton of 
Ptrrj, fir Jlnnipatton for il^t f est 



CHAPTEK I. 

JVILL THERE BE JUDGMENT ON THE WICKED. 

A310NG the strange and subtle workings The sinful 
)f Infidelity, no suggestion is more Swi^S^ 
iangerous than that which draws the pr^crib- 
nind of man to sit in judgment and aocTought 
ietermine what God ought to be or to g^^^" 
io, instead of humbly taking and resting {^^J 
)n God's own revelation of Himself, and ^^*^ ^ 

' word re- 

Bis purposes, given in the Written veaiaof 
Word. ^* 



2 WILL THERE BE JUDGMENT 

What God is, the Word of God alone 
discloses. We read, and as the Word 
speaks to our understanding — as opened 
to us by the spirit of hght and wisdom— 
we are given to know God's character, 
to read God's heart, to learn God's pur- 
poses, to receive and rest in the finished 
work of redemption wrought out by 
Christ, and to rejoice in the hope of 
Eternal Life and Glory, 
aod'spur- What God will do with those who 
S^tion come to Him in Christ, the Son of 
j*udgSient His love, giving them the "adoption 
^ed. of children to Himself" (Eph. l 5), 
teaching them to deny all ungodliness 
and to walk in righteousness (Tit, 
ii. 12), and making them "heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ " (Rom. viii. 
1 7) ; and what He will do with those 
who believe not, and will not come to 



ON THE WICKED. 3 

Him, but walk wickedly after their own 
lust, in casting them " into outer dark- 
ness, where is weeping and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth" (Matt. viii. 12), 
" where the worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched" (Mark ix. 44), casting 
them into " everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels" (Matt. xxv. 41), 
where " the smoke of their torment as- 
cendeth up for ever and ever " (Rev. xiv. 
11) ; all this is plainly and emphatically 
declared in Scripture, and written so 
that ** he may run that readeth it " 
(Hab. ii., 2). 

In the face of these plain declarations 
of Scripture, it becomes us to bow our 
heads in reverence, and recognise the 
way of God in salvation, as the unfolding 
of a grace and love beyond man^s under- 
standing ; and the way of God in ysA^- 



4 WILL THERE BE JUDGMENT 

ment, as His righteous dealing with 
those who by their rebellious and wicked 
works — persisted in, amidst God^s won- 
drous long suffering and pleading with 
them to repent and accept salvation, — 
have shown themselves to be "vessels 
of wrath fitted for destruction " (Rom. 
ix. 22). 
Man The responsibility of man underlies the 

with res- whole of God's dealings with him. God 
i^dS ^ His word sets before him the way of 
menfc^^" holiness and warns him against all sin. 
Not only is pardon, through the blood of 
Christ proclaimed to every one who will 
accept it, but power and strength are 
promised, to enable the sinner, coming to 
Christ, to hate sin, and walk in holiness 
if he will only seek it. The man who 
despite God's warnings, walks in sin — 
who under the offer of pardon rejects it 
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— and who, being told God will give His 
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him (Luke 
xL 13), will not ask — this man is doubly- 
condemned, first, for his actual ungodli- 
ness, next, for his wilful rejection of 
mercy and grax^e. This is the case of 
every unbeUever where the Gospel is 
preached " Light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evU, for 
every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light'' (Johniii 19,20). 

Every precept of the Bible is grounded 
on man's responsibility. If you deny 
that man is responsible, the basis of 
the moral goveriunent of the world is 
overthrown. Under this responsibility 
man is justly liable to condemnation 
if he fails to fulfil God's holy law, 
and will not accept pardon and the 
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power of holiness in God's appointed 
way of redemption and restoration. Such 
a rebellious and imrepentant sinner is 
justly condemned, and God is just who 
condemns him. 
God's hoii- Again, if the name of our God be 

ness de- 

mands " Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty ^* 
His re- (Rev. iv. 8), and the command be needful, 
creatures, " Follow holincss, without which no man 
shall see the Lord " (Heb. xii. 14), and 
the reason for this be plain, " Ye shall be 
holy : for I the Lord your God am holy '' 
(Lev. xix. 2.) Holiness is essentially 
God's character, and no sin nor any thing 
that defileth, can come into His pre- 
sence. Sin, therefore, must be put away 
when all things are perfected, and we are 
given " a new heaven and a new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness " (2 Pet. 
iii. 13). No sin nor any sinner can be 
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there. Judgment will have removed them 
as it is written " He hath appointed a 
day in which He wiU judge the world in 
righteousness " (Acts xvii. 31). Whilst, 
therefore, the judgment of the sinner is 
just — judgment against him is needfiil, 
that all creation may become cleansed 
and filled with holiness, the fitting handy- 
work of a holy God. 

Moreover, sin is rebellion against God, Sin is re 

bellion a 

and must be put down before the an- must be 
nouncement is fulfilled, " The kingdoms passed, 
of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign for ever and ever" (Rev. xL 15). 
The present dispensation is one in which 
God's long sufiering bears with this rebel- 
lion. But He who created aU things for 
His own glory, will put down all resist- 
ance to His Holy will, and Himself reign 
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in righteousness, filling creation with 
peace and blessedness. 
Sin works Furthermore, sin is the source of all 
must be misery and suffering among the children 
of men, and when that dispensation shall 
have come where " there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain " (Rev. 
xxi. 4), sin will have been wholly put 
away. 

There must, therefore, be a judgment : ] 
Judgment (1.) Because man is responsible, and if . 

necessary. 

he persists in sin, shall bring on himself 
condemnation and punishment. 

(2.) Because God is holy, and sin must 
be wholly purged before creation is per- 
fected. 

(3.) Because sin is rebellion against 
God, which must be put down before He 
can reign. 
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(4.) Because sin brings suffering and 
misery — ^and all pain and sorrow shall 
3ease when " The Tabernacle of God is 
with men" (Rev. xxi. 3). 
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CHAPTER II. 

WHAT WILL BE THE JUDGMENT? 

Judgment JUDGMENT as revealed to us in the Scrip- 
twofold in 

the first tiire has two stages. The first, the death of 
in the the material body when the natural life is 
death. taken away. The second, the Judgment 
on the Risen Body when the raised sinner 
(John V. 26), Body and Soul re-imited, is 
cast into the Lake of Fire. These are the 
first death and the second death (Rev. xx. 
13,14). There is thus revealed not only a 
Resurrection unto eternal glory, but also 
a Resurrection to the Judgment of eternal 
fire. The sentence upon Adam and Eve 
pronounced before sin entered was, " Of 
every tree of the garden thou mayest 
freely eat, but of the Tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it, 
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Por in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die '^ (Gen. ii. 1 7). All 
bhe trees man might freely enjoy— save 
)ne which God reserved to prove whether 
nan, in the abundance of all things given 
)o him, could spare one for his Creator as 
;he memorial of his obedience and grate- 
ul love. When man, imder the tempta- 
ion of the Evil One, forgot God's good- 
less and his own debt of gratitude, and 
listrusted Gods word — suspected God 
leld something back which would make 
lim greater than God created him — ^and 
astead of obeying, disobeyed — ^the very 
mallness of the prohibition enhancing the 
iiilt of the disobedience — man came un- 
er sentence of death and sowed the seeds 
f dissolution in his race. This death was 
ot only a dissolution of the body, but 
le soul became dead towards God. 
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" Adam and his wife Lid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord*^ (Gen. iii. 8), 
and so does every descendant of Adam al- 
ways shrink away from God under the con- 
sciousness of sin and show himself to be 
" dead in trespasses and sins '^ (Eph. ii. 1.) | 
Bedemp- This transgrcssion of Adam, for which 

tion from , •it 'iii ixi* 

the first ne was justly responsible, brought mm as 

death unto i j /» i-i i i /» j 

eternal head 01 the whole race ot man under 
^®* judgment of death — body and soul — ^the ^ 

body beginning from that moment to die, , 
and the soul from that instant turning I 
away from God in the light of whose 
countenance it had before lived and 
joyed. God, who had foreseen the fall, 
had provided in the pre-ordained sacrifice I 
of " the Lamb slain '^ *^ foreordained from 
the foundation of the world" (Rev. xiii. 8, 
1 Peter i. 20), a way of pardon and of 
new (eternal) life. The Eternal Son of 
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God became a Man — ^by taking man- 
hood into union with Himself — and as 
a man " the Lord laid on Him the ini- 
quity of us all '' (Isaiah liii. 6). " That He 
by the grace of God should taste death 
for every man" (Heb. ii. 9), and God 
" made Him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him " (2 Cor. v. 
21 ). The wondrous work of Christ for 
His people is such, that through His 
death for us (taking our punishment and 
thus earning our pardon) and we believing 
in Him, it is written " The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sin'^ (1 John 
L 7). This is our clearisirig. 

As man also. He fulfilled every jot and 
tittle of the law of God, and when we come 
to Him and by His indwelling with us by 
His Spirit, we are made one with Him. 
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[" I in them and Thou in Me that they 
may be made perfect in One ^' (John xvii 
23). " Ye are not in the flesh bnt in the 
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you ^' (Rom. viii. 9). ^' Christ 
liveth in me ^' (Gral. iL 20)], we have in 
Him fulfilled the law as it is written, 
" Christ is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that believeth'' (Rom. 
X. 4), and. we stand in Him, not only 
as having f ulfiUed the Law, but as having 
the mind of Christ and being clothed with 
the righteousness of God and thus walk- 
ing. " Righteous even as He is righ- 
teous^^ (l John iii. 7). This is Christ our 
righteousness, 

Jesus baptises with the Holy Ghost 
(Matt. iii. 1 1), and as our High Priest at 
the right hand of the Father *^ hath re- 
.ceived gifts for men '' (Ps. Ixviii. 18). He 
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dwelleth in us by His Spirit (1 John iii. 24), 
and we are "bom of God ^' (1 John v. 1). 
This spiritual quickening is eternal or re- 
surrection life begun in us (Kom. viii. 11), 
and " This is the record that God hath 
given unto us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life'' (1 John v. 11). "When 
Christ who is our life shall appear, then 
shaU we also appear with Him in glory '' 
(Col. iii. 4). This is Christ our life. 

The conscience is thus at peace through 
the cleansing of the blood of Christ. The 
soul is quickened by the Spirit of Christ, 
we are given power to walk in newness 
and of life — in Christ — in righteousness — 
in humility — ^in the spirit of prayer — in 
the reading and meditation on the word — 
and thus to " grow up into Him in all 
things" (Eph. iv. 1 5). This is the Redemij- 
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tion of those who believe — even now in 
the flesh manifested in the walk and con- 
versation and in the spiritual life and joy 
of the soul — and hereafter to be perfected j 
in everlasting glory. In them the con- 
demnation is cancelled. " There is, there- 
fore now, no condemnation to those who 
are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1). Of ; 
such it is written, " When the Son of 
Man shall come in His glory, then shall 
He sit upon the Throne of His glory, and 
before Him shall be gathered all nations 
. . . and He shall set the sheep on His 
right hand, and the goats on His left — 
" Then shall the King say unto them on 
His right hand. Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world " 
(Matt. XXV. 34, &c.). 
dmi ti^n '-^^^ same Gospel message in Christ 
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which reaches those who believe and are rejected 
saved, is set before all men. The call is 
" Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest'' 
(Matt. xi. 28). There is no character so 
bad, no sinner so hardened, but he may 
come to Christ, and he has the assurance 
" Him that cometh to Me I will in nowise 
cast out" (John vi. 37). Again, ''Whoso- 
ever will let him take the water of life 
freely'' (Rev. xxii. 17). And Jesus reason- 
ing with those who rejected Him says of 
them " Ye will not come unto Me that 
ye might have life " (John v. 40). Thus 
there is set before the wicked on the 
one hand the aboimding denunciations 
of judgment against sin, and on the other, 
the invitations of the Gospel to seek and 
find forgiveness, with the assurance that 
pardon will be freely granted to all whg 
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ask it — and with the pardon, not only 
the cleansing from sin, but power to walk 
as children of God, renewed in the spirit i 
of their minds, and sanctified. " If we 
say we haye no sin we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us, but if we 
confess our sins He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness " (1 John i, 9), 
and " As many as received Him (Christ), 
to them gave He power to become the 
Sons of God" (John i. 12). 

Wherever the Gospel is preached there 
is God pleading with the Sinner, not only 
by His Word, but by the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven to convince the world 
of sin (John xv. 8). But those who perish 
will not hear, will not believe, will not 
come nor accept pardon or life with 
change of heaat and mind, but go on 
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still in their wickedness. The sin of 
this rejection is aggravated by the love 
which prompted the gift of Christ and 
the love of Him who laid down his life 
for us. All this love the unbelieving 
sinner despises. The very sacrifice by 
Jesus of His own life he deems nothing 
but "hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God '' (Heb. x. 29). 

That which is revealed concerning the The lost 
resurrection of the imjust is equally clear raised fr< 
and precise with the resurrection of the death to 
righteous. In the above-quoted chapters to"^the^^ 
(Matt. XXV., Kev. xx., John v.), when ^^^h^ 
all men are raised and divided and the 
goats are set on the left hand — ^it is 
added — *^ Then shall He say to them on 
His left hand, Depart from Me ye cursed 
into everldsting Jire prepared for the 
Devil and his angels'' (v. 41), and ^<t 
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whole subject is closed by the declaration 
"And these shall go into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life 
eternal " (v. 46). This is also revealed 
(in the Apocalypse xx. 11, &c.). " And I 
saw a great white throne and Him that 
sat upon it — from whose face the earth 
and the heaven fled away and there was 
found no place for them. And I saw the 
dead small and great stand before God ; 
and the books were opened ; and another 
book was opened which was the Book of 
Life : and the dead were judged out of 
those things that were written in the 
books according to their works. A nd the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it ; 
and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them ; and they were 
judged every man according to their 
jvorks. And death and hell were cast 
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into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life was cast into 
the Lake of Fire. And I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed 
away, and there was no more sea." 

Here we see the Kingdom of Glory Eedemi 
to which the righteous are called is desig- Judgme 
nated "The Kingdom prepared for you p^- ^ 
from the foundation of the world," and ^ ^^ 
the place to which the wicked are con- 
signed is specified as " Everlasting fire 
prepared for the Devil and his angels." 
This assumes that God from the founda- 
tion of the world foresaw the faU of the 
responsible Head of Creation whom He 
had made, and in His wisdom and His 
love had provided the way of Redemp- 
tion by His Eternal Son taking the nature 
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of man — that He might beax the sin of 
man and with the sin bear the punishment 
of, and make satisfaction for and put away, ' 
sin in death — and out of this creature life 
laid down might be raised in an eternal 
life, and Himself possessing this glory 
bearing Hfe — might impart it by His own 
indwelling through the Spirit unto those 
who should believe on Him. 

The Risen Jesus thus becomes the head 
and fountain of Eternal Life to all who 
accept Him — even as Adam was the head 
and fountain of creature or fleshly life to 
aU who descend from him. This is con- 
firmed (John x. 10) when Jesus says, ^' I 
am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly/' 
Again (John xi. 25), " I am the Resurr 
rection and the Life ; he that believeth on 
Me though he were dead yet shall he live ; 



I 
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and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
Me shall never die." The indwelling of 
Christ by His Spirit in His people is 
shown by the texts before quoted, and 
we have thus given to us not only the 
fact of a Resiurection unto glory but 
the manner of it explained in our being 
born again into spiritual life and united 
to Christ as our Head by His indwelling 
with us through the Spirit. 

The fact also that the wicked are raised 
to judgment is recorded (Rev.xx., John v.) 
with equal distinctness, and that they go 
etemaily to dwell in *' the place prepared 
[not ifor man but] for the Devil and his 
angels." Thus as emphatically as it is de- 
cla^red that before man fell, a kingdom was 
prepared for those who, accepting redemp- 
tion through the blood of Christ should, by 
the renewal of their minds (Rom. xii.2), 
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be " made meet for the inheritance of the 
Saints in light" (Col. i. 12), so before 
sin entered into this lower world an eter- 
nal prison house was prepared for the 
Devil and his angels into which the men 
who live as servants of Satan rejecting 
Christ — shall, when judgment sits, be 
shut up for ever. The kingdom of glory 
pre-ordained, and the lake of fire, the 
prison house of the wicked, equally pre- 
pared. 
The man- ^he fact of the Eesurrection to Judg- 

ner of im- o 

parting meut is thus plainly told us. The man- 
spiritual ■*■ ... 
life and ncr Or powcr by which it is wrought out 

resurrec- , -^ , ^ , 

tion glory is not dwelt upou. The believers' union 
saved. with the Risen Christ and the life of 
Christ in him fully explains the power 
by which the beHever is raised to glory 
(Rom. viii. 11). "If the Spirit of Him 
that raised up Christ fif'om the dead dwell 
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in you He that raised up Christ from the 
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies 
by His Spirit that dwelleth in you/' 

It is, as respects the resurrection of The 

1 n 1 ground of 

the lost, enough for us to know the lact condemna- 
that when in the fulness of the dis- lost, 
pensation of the times the long suffer- 
ing of God shall have accomplished its 
work of giving to fallen man in every 
form, with every possible advantage, the 
offer of pardon and renewal ; and the way- 
wardness of man shall have filled up the 
measure of his iniquities by rejecting it 
— judgment will be executed upon Satan 
— he will be cast into the lake of fire and 
all men who by wicked works have 
yielded themselves servants to Satan 
and proved themselves hardened rebels 
against God wUl be raised fi:om the dead 
and cast into the same prison house, par- 
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takers of Satan's punishment as they have 
been partakers of his sin. The Son of 
God upon the Throne — The God-Man 
—-will be the Judge. The ground of 
condemnation set out in Matthew xxv. 
is that they would not serve Christ. 
That defined in the Bevelation xx. 
"They were judged ^very man accord- 
ing to their works/' 
Judgment The Judgment is manifestly the shut- 
flhute^up ting up and shutting out of Sin from 
^Sn in God!& creation now renewed and reconsti- 
its prison ^^^(j g^ the ncw Hcaven and the new 

nouse an 

eternal Earth (Kcv. xxi. l). The Apostle Peter 

monument ^ ^ 

of rebel- repeats this (2 Pet. iii). " Nevertheless, 

lious rum. ^ 

we look for a new heaven and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.'* — 
The endurance of sin is thus closed. — The 
action of sin is thus stayed — Satan 
bound in everlasting chains can tempt no 
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lore — can rebel no more, can defile no 
lore. Sin shut up in its prison house is 
n eternal monument of the ruin which 
; brings upon all who embrace it. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE SOUBCE OF EVIL AND THE ENDS 

OF JUDGMENT. 

Man's True wisdom in man implies not on! 
wisdom the understanding and the judicious ui 
speculate of what we do know, but also the frar 
tSfc which recognition of the great fact that the: 
18 reyeaied. ^ n^uch we do uot know — ^becausc it 

not revealed to us. To speculate c 
things we cannot know is a madmai] 
" leap in the dark.^' How sin came c 
man is revealed in the narrative • 
Satan's tempting of Adam and Eve i 
the Garden of Eden. The origin of e\ 
in Satan and his angels is not furth^ 
opened to us than by the passage i 
Jude " The angels which kept not the 
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first estate but left their own habitation " The &ii< 

angels 

(Jude 6) a passage which implies a wilful rebeUed. 
disobedience on the part of the angels 
in discontent of " their first estate " and 
in seeking something not given to them 
" left their own habitation/' But we 
can well understand a creature endowed 
with intelligence and moral power and 
placed in a sphere subordinate to God 
with duties to discharge for which he is 
responsible to God may fail to yield obe- 
dience and rebel against God. The fact 
of the angelic disobedience being revealed 
and the responsibility of angels being 
shown by the judgment to which they 
became liable, we are carried back to 
the Sin of the Tempter of our first 
parents, and as the same passage adds 
that he is " reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness unto the Judgment of tho 
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Great Day," we learn that the sin of Satan 
meets with the same judgment as the 
sin of man. This much is revealed, and 
we may understand evil in angels is 
equally punished with evil in man — ^and 
that sin in angels is essentially the same 
thing as sia in man — disobedience or re- 
bellion towards God. 
inteUi- If an objector should go further, and 

CT^^ed presume to ask, why did God permit 
^^yj^' evU ? The answer of the Apostle in the 
S'cTand Epistle to the Komans (ix. 20) presents 
moral re- itself before us " Nay but 0, man ! who 

sponsi- *^ ' . 

^M^tii ^^ thou who repliest agamst God ? Shall 
highest the thing formed say unto Him that 
formed it, why hast thou made me thus T 
Why should not God create intelligent j 
and responsible creatures to serve Him ? i 
If the service is to be the free and volun- : 
tary choice of the creature^ there is im- 
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plied that the creature possesses a capa- 
city if he so choses to disobey — ^a service 
ever constrained does not stand on a 
level with a voluntary service. The 
highest obedience is that which is most 
willirigly, adoringly, and lovingly ren- 
dered. The most loyal allegiance, that 
which turns from the seductions of the 
subtle usurper with a loathing and dis- 
gust equal in intensity to our devotion to 
and delight in our righteous Ruler. In 
order adequately to measure the value 
of the good, we must in our finite capa- 
cities, compare it with the wretchedness 
of the evil. To know good, therefore, 
we must know evil — ^not experimentally, 
but intellectually — not necessarily so as 
to be tainted by it, but so to present 
itself to our moral nature that we may 
abhor and turn from it. 
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of man — that He might beax the sin a 
man and with the sin bear the punishmenl 
of, and make satisfaction for and put away 
sin in death — and out of this creature life 
laid down might be raised in an eternal 
life, and Himself possessing this glor} 
bearing Ufe — might impart it by His own 
indwelling through the Spirit unto those 
who should beheve on Him. 

The Risen Jesus thus becomes the head 
and fountain of Eternal Life to all who 
accept Him — even as Adam was the head 
and fountain of creature or fleshly life to 
all who descend from him. This is con- 
firmed (John X. 10) when Jesus says, " I 
am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly.'' 
Again (John xi. 25), " I am the Resurr 
rection and the Life ; he that believeth on 
Me though he were dead yet shall he live ; 
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i)evil <1 Tim. iii. 6.) The most subtle 
temptation which we can conceive pre- 
sented to an unfallen creatnre, is the 
pride of self-esteem, and the pride of am- 
bition to make himself something higher, 
or other than God has created him. When 
we speak of the faUen angels, it is asked 
from whence can their temptation have 
come ? Certainly not from without, but 
from the workings of the responsible 
mind and moral nature, before which 
stand the choice of 6bedience and reliance 
on the Creator, or of disobedience and 
self-reliance. In the workings of that 
free will and moral responsibiUty, we 
must infer the angels who fell did not 
choose to obey, or to keep " their first 
estate," but " left their own habitations," 
where God had placed them, and wan- 
dered into rebellion. 
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The pre- jf j^ ]^q q^a q^^ must have foreseen. 

science oi ^ 

theOreator the Fall — the answer is, certainly, because 

perfeotlj ^ ^ J ^ 

compatible to Him the past, the present, and the 
dom of future, are all equally known. But God's 

will in the . . . . 

cpeature. omnisciencc is quite compatible with the 
unfallen creature's free will to choose, and 
with his moral responsibility. If we see 
God gave to the creature the free choice 
of obedience or of refusal to obey, and that 
in the voluntary, unconstrained workings 
of the creature's mind he chose to disobey, 
it is yet intelligible that these workings 
were open "to the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do" (Heb. iv. 13). 
There may well coexist perfect freedom 
of will in the unfallen creature, and yet 
a perfect prescience in God of the result 
at which the freedom of choice will arrive. 
Unless we recognise that the creat\n:e 
was made free to obey, as well as to dis- 
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% we take away his moral responsi- 
y. If the creattire yield himself 
bondage to sin, and lose his power 
bey, he is yet responsible, because, 
ist God created him free to obey, he 
sold himself a slave to sin and 
bedience. 

ince God must have foreseen the result The pre- 
le workings of the Free-will as well of of the way 

k/% • ii • • p 11 of eternal 

as 01 men, m then: prunary untailen ufe and of 

3, we can understand. He also pre- mention 
ined the " everlasting chains " under p^wT" 
5h Satan, in "the judgment of the J^jJeiT'' 
it Day,'' will be for ever bound, and ^P^^sibi- 
iges of endurance and way of redemp- 
under which man should receive the 

of pardon — the pleadings of the 
it of God — ^the renewal of mind into 
tual life and service by the indwel- 

of the Spirit in those who believe^ 
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takers of Satan's punishment as they ha 

been partakers of his sin. The Son 

God upon the Throne — The God-M 

—-will be the Judge. The ground 

condemnation set out in Matthew x; 

is that they would not serve Chr 

That defined in titie Bevelation : 

"They were judged every man acco 

ing to their works/' 

Judgment The Judgment is manifestly the sh 

flhuteitup ting up and shutting out of Sin fr 

^on in Crod's creatiou now renewed and reconi 

its prison ^uted as the new Heaven and the e 

house an 

eternal Earth (Kov. xxi. l). The Apostle Pe 

monument ^ •* 

of rebel- repeats this (2 Pet. iii). " NevertheL 

lious rum. ^ 

we look for a new heaven and a r 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
The endurance of sin is thus closed. — ^i 
action of sin is thus stayed — Sa 
hound in (everlasting cWm^ g^tv tempi 
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in which a new life and death are set 
before him, and he is finally judged 
according to his choice. But as respecte 
Satan — seemingly without any offer qi 
pardon — ^he is given space and time and 
opportimity in which through thousands 
of years he shows forth his malice and 
wickedness — ^prompting every evil deed 
■-aggravating eveiy tendency to sin^ 
denying God^s truth, and driving besotted 
men to self-destruction — ^thus proving 
himself to be still what he is revealed to 
be " from the beginning/' " a liar " and 
** a murderer." Satan thus manifests him- 
self to be worthy of, and fitted only for the 
prison house of the Lake of Fire, in which 
he will be shut out for ever from God's 
renewed creation, and shut up helpless 
under the punishment due to such aggra- 
vated sins. All this is revealed to hava 



ment. 
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been pre-ordained under God's prescience 
of the residt of the creature's power of 
free choice and could be so without in any 
manner interfering with it. 
Purposes The puvpose of God in Judgment is 
injudg- thus as to the manner and the measure 
of it clearly and repeatedly set forth in 
the Written Word. The ends accomplished 
by it are also manifest. (1.) It is an eter- 
nal monument of the ruin which sin 
works in all who are the subjects of it. 
(2.) It vindicates God's essential holiness 
by shutting up sin in its eternal prison 
house and cleansing the new Heavens 
and the new Earth, the abode of the 
glorified Saints when '* The Tabernacle of 
God is with men " from its presence and 
its defilement. (3.) It delivers God's 
people from their sufiering and from their 
oppressors, and enables them for ever 
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to sing of their deliverance ** The Song 
of Moses and of the Lamb " (Rev. xv. 3). 
(4.) It manifests in its infliction deferred 
for thousands of years the long suffering 
of God, and that those who fall under it, 
had, through those ages, shown them- 
selves deserving of their doom and fitted 
only for their prison house. (5.) It per- 
fects God's work. Myriads of the Saints 
— redeemed by the precious blood of 
Christ (the Eternal Son made flesh, as 
man to die) and adopted to be joint heirs 
with Christ, in the Kingdom of Glory, 
and thus made higher than the angels — 
shine forth as clothed with the gloiy of 
Christ in the new Heavens and the new 
Earth to praise God and magnify Him 
for ever — manifesting the grace, the love, 
the holiness, the faithftdness, the glory, 
and the loveliness of Jehovah; whilst 
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Great Day/' we learn that the sin of Satan 
meets with the same judgment as the 
sin of man. This much is revealed, and 
we may understand evil in angels is 
equally punished with evil in man — and 
that sin in angels is essentially the same 
thing as siu in man — disobedience or re- 
bellion towards God. 
Inteiii- If an objector should go further, and 

eroded presmne to ask, why did God permit 
^^y^' evU ? The answer of the Apostle in the 
S'cTand Epistle to the Komans (ix. 20) presents 
moral re- itself before us " Nay but 0, man! who 

sponsi- •^ ' 

^^\lth ^^ thou who repliest against God ? Shall 
highest the thing formed say unto Him that 
formed it, why hast thou made me thus V' 
Why should not God create intelligent 
and responsible creatures to serve Him \ 
If the service is to be the free and volun- 
tary choice of the creature, there is im- 
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plied that the creature possesses a capa- 
city if he so choses to disobey — a service 
ever constrained does not stand on a 
level wiih a voluntary service. The 
highest obedience is that which is most 
willingly, adoringly, and lovingly ren- 
dered. The most loyal allegiance, that 
which turns from the seductions of the 
subtle usurper with a loathing and dis- 
gust equal in intensity to our devotion to 
and delight in our righteous Ruler. In 
order adequately to measure the value 
of the good, we must in our finite capa- 
cities, compare it with the wretchedness 
of the evU. To know good, therefore, 
we must know evU — not experimentally, 
but intellectually — not necessarily so as 
to be tainted by it, but so to present 
itself to our moral nature that we may 
abhor and turn from it. 
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The work- "\y g ^le no strangers to the workings c 

ings of a ^ ^ ° ^ ^ 

wm free to a reponsible will — or to the accusings an 

choose, •*■ , , *^ 

may result excusings of a moral conscience. W 

in rebel- • . . 

Uon. know what it is to discern between righ 

and wrong — to stand under temptatioi 
to do what we know to be wrong, an( 
neglect what we know to be right, 
these workings, even in our fallen nature 
God's word says, " Let no man say whe: 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God, fo 
God cannot be tempted with evil, neithe 
tempteth He any man. But every mai 
is tempted when he is drawn away of hi 
own lust, and enticed" (James i. 13] 
But we can conceive a created intelligence 
without any natural proneness to evil- 
possessing a freedom of will to obey o: 
disobey, and yet as the Scripture ex 
presses it, " lifted up by pride," anc 
falling into the condemnation of th( 
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i)e-vil (1 Tim. iiL 6.) The most subtle 
temptation which we can conceive pre- 
sented to an unfallen creature, is the 
pride of self-esteem, and the pride of am- 
bition to make himself something higher, 
or other than Grod has created him. When 
we speak of the fallen angels, it is asked 
from whence can their temptation have 
come ? CertaLQly not from without, but 
from the workings of the responsible 
mind and moral nature, before which 
stand the choice of 6bedience and reliance 
on the Creator, or of disobedience and 
self-reliance. In the workings of that 
free will and moral responsibility, we 
must infer the angels who feU did not 
choose to obey, or to keep " their first 
estate," but " left their own habitations,*' 
where God had placed them, and wan- 
dered into rebellion. 
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^1^^4? If it be said, God must have foresee! 

Bcienoe oi ' 

the Creator the Fall — the answer is, certainly, because 

perfectly ' ^^ ' 

«>."ji»tibie to Him the past, the present, and tb 

wibii iree** 

dom of fiitnre, are all equally known. But God'i 

will in the . , . . 

creature, omniscience is quite compatible with th< 
unfaUen creatinre's free wUl to choose, anc 
with his moral responsibility. If we se( 
God gave to the creature the free choio 
of obedience or of refusal to obey, and tha 
in the voluntary, unconstrained workingi 
of the creature's mind he chose to disobey 
it is yet intelligible that these workingi 
were open "to the eyes of Him witl 
whom we have to do*' (Heb, iv. 13) 
There may well coexist perfect freedon 
of will in the unfaUen creatmre, and yel 
a perfect prescience in God of the resuH 
at which the freedom of choice will arrive 
Unless we recognise that the creature 
was made free to obey, as weU as to dis- 
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>bey, we take away his moral responsi- 
)ility* If the creature yield himself 
n bondage to sin, and lose his power 
;o obey, he is yet responsible, because, 
NhilBt God created him free to obey, he 
las sold himself a slave to sin and 
lisobedience. 

Since God must have foreseen the result The pre- 
>f the workings of the Free-will as weU of of the way 

i /» •.•••• /»ii of eternal 

jigels as ot men, m then: pnmary uniallen lif© and of 
tate, we can understand, He also pre- mention 
►rdained the "everlasting chains" under ^^^ibir 
^rhich Sataa, in "the judgment of the ^^"^ 
Jreat Day,'' will be for ever boimd, and ^^^®^^^" 
he ages of endinrance and way of redemp- 
ion under which man should receive the 
►ffer of pardon — the pleadings of the 
Jpirit of God — ^the renewal of mind into 
piritual life and service by the indwel- 
ing of the Spirit in those who beheve^ 
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and their adoption and inheritance of 
glory ; and to those who wiil not accept 
pardon, their resurrection imto judg^ 
ment in just punishment of their con- 
tinued sin and wickedness. Towards 
the fallen angels, we do not read of 
any offer of mercy. They seem to have 
fiilly understood and to have finally 
chosen the way of Rebellion, in which 
they find their everlasting ruin. Towards 
man there is a way of mercy open, and 
beyond the judgment of the first death 
inflicted on the whole race through its 
head — ^the first man Adam — there is a 
resurrection unto the Great and Final 
Assize, when *' all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, that every one may 
receive according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad " (2 Cor. v, 10). 
Thus a fiirther trial of man is ordained 
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in which a new life and death are set 
before him, and he is finally judged 
according to his choice. But as respects 
Satan — seemingly without any offer of 
pardon — ^he is given space and time and 
opportunity in which through thousands 
of years he shows forth his maUce and 
wickedness — prompting every evil deed 
—•aggravating every tendency to sin--^ 
denying God's truth, and driving besotted 
men to self-destruction — ^thus proving 
himself to be still what he is revealed to 
be " from the beginning," " a liar " and 
^^ a murderer." Satan thus manifests him- 
self to be worthy of, and fitted only for the 
prison house of the Lake of Fire, in which 
he win be shut out for ever from God's 
renewed creation, and shut up helpless 
imder the punishment due to such aggra- 
vated sins. All this is revealed to have 



ment. 
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been pre-ordained under God^s prescience 
of the result of the creature's power of 
free choice and could be so without in any 
manner interfering with it. 
Purposes The vuvpose of God in Judgment is 
injudg- thus as to the manner and the measure 
of it clearly and repeatedly set forth in 
the Written Word. The ends accomplished 
by it are also manifest. (1.) It is an eter- 
nal monument of the ruin which sin 
works in all who are the subjects of it. 
(2.) It vindicates God's essential holiness 
by shutting up sin in its eternal prison 
house and cleansing the new Heavens 
and the new Earth, the abode of the 
glorified Saints when " The Tabernacle of 
God is with men " from its presence and 
its defilement. (3.) It delivers God's 
people from their suffering and from their 
oppressors, and enables them for ever 
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bo sing of their deliverance " The Song 
rf Moses and of the Lamb " (Rev. xv. 3). 
(4.) It manifests in its infliction deferred 
for thousands of years the long suffering 
3f God, and that those who fall under it, 
bad, through those ages, shown them- 
selves deserving of their doom and fitted 
Dnly for their prison house, (5.) It per- 
fects God's work. Myriads of the Saints 
— redeemed by the precious blood of 
Christ (the Eternal Son made flesh, as 
man to die) and adopted to be joint heirs 
with Christ, in the Kingdom of Glory, 
sind thus made higher than the angels — 
shine forth a^ clothed with the gloiy of 
Christ in the new Heavens and the new 
Earth to praise God and magnify Him 
for ever — manifesting the grace, the love, 
the holiness, the faithfulness, the glory, 
and the loveliness of Jehovah ; whilst 
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the rebellious and the wicked who loved 
and worked evil, and would not praise, 
adore, or obey God, are shut up in an 
eternal prison house, where they can no 
more work wickedness, or defile, but abide 
under " shame and everlasting contempt" 

— self-condemned and condemned of God 

• 

— ^an eternal monument of the evil of sin. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE THEORY OP ULTDIATB MERCY 
TO THE LOST. 

So long as we abide under the plain de- Evil of 
claration of God's Holy Word concerning on thini 
the being of God Himself and concern- veaied' 
ing His purposes towards the creatures 
He has made, we axe safe from all delu- 
sion. But when we begin to sit in judg- 
ment upon God, and like Peter in his 
honest but ill-judged zeal for his Master 
say " Be it far from Thee, Lord "' (Matt. 
xvL 22), we proudly lift ourselves up, as 
though we were able to scan God's pur- 
poses and prescribe His ways— whereas 
the Lord s declaration (Is. Iv. 9) " As the 
heavens axe higher than the eaxth, so are 
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My ways higher than your ways, and 
My thoughts than your thoughts," most 
reasonably rebukes us and bids us re- 
member how impossible it is that finite 
beings like ourselves can have compass 
of mind or breadth of judgment to scan 
the infinite mind or wisdom of God 
We must exclaim as we ponder on it 
" ! the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God ! Ho^ 
unsearchable are His judgments and 
His ways past finding out ! " (Rom. xi 
33). 

The sceptical bias of the age, however 
not only acts upon those without th( 
circle of devoted servants, but is strong 
enough to make its way within; and caus< 
a deflection in the current of thoughi 
fi:om the right line of simply ascertain 
ing what the Scriptures reveal into th< 
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devious path, of first doubting, Tvhether 
that which God says He wiQ do, is right 
as it is plainly written ; and then invent- 
ing some strange theory to supersede 
plain Scripture by an unwarranted addi- 
tion. 

We have before us two notable in- Dangero 

VIOWB IIO 

stances of Professors who have both long ppo- 
bome witness for the truth, but are now ^^ 
seduced by this spirit of delusion— the 
one (whom we will call Mr. B.) to pro- 
pose a Supplement to God's revealed 
purpose of Judgment, by which the lost 
will, whilst eternally shut up into ever- 
lasting fire, yet find practical comfort (i) uiti 
to use his own words, have " their to aU. 



whole being pervaded with an awful and 
stupendous consolation'' (p. 190); and 
the other (whom we will call Mr. M.) pro- (f) Ann 
claiming that the second death is not a beinfK. 
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continuation of being imder Judgment 
but a destruction of body and soul " s< 
that no remaining consciousness is pos 
sible '' (p. 52). 
Theory on The first supports his dangerous theor 

which an /^ . ® 

ultimate bv the startling assiunption (p. 45), tha 

purpose of , . n nt • 1 

mercy to the * Statements oi Scripture on th( 

Set*" eternal contrast between the righteou 

and the wicked . . . are not the whoL 

truth/^ but that **the future conditioi 

of the lost will combine with the utmos 

personal humiliation, shame, and anguisl 

the passive contemplation of a ransomec 

universe, and of all the immeasurabL 

ao That varieties of blessedness enjoyed by un 

has pur- fallen spirits and the ransomed people o 

mwi^^to ^^- ^^^^ ^ contemplation as would h 

ttie lost fitted in its own nature to raise the sou 

not re- 

yeaied. jjjto a trance of holy adoration in th( 
presence of infinite and unsearchabL 
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goodnesa" It is veiy difficult to con- 
ceive how " the utmost personal anguish " 
can consist with a soul raised " into a 
trance of holy adoration !" Which shall 
predominate ? Shall the trance of holy 
adoration still the anguish, or the anguish 
quench the holy adoration? It is yet 
more difficult to understand how a lost 
soul, ** unjust and filthy'' (Rev. xxiL 11), 
of whom it is said " He that is imjust 
let him be imjust still, and he which is 
filthy let him be filthy stiU,'' can rise to 
a state of " holy adoration 1'* If a soul 
is capable of yielding to God "holy 
adoration,*' must not that soul be holy ? 
And if holy, how can the soul be under 
everlasting punishment ? 

But to proceed with Mr. B.'s theory. (2.) scnp- 
Afber thus suggesting that beyond the B^t"on 
revelation of Judgment there is the taw^[*^ 
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eakening mitkfation of Judgment, "nowhere in 

le solemn <3 o ' 

mtTMt of the Bible in set terms explicitly revealed " 

>ward and ^ *^ 

aniat- (p. 45), he proceeds to a further theory, 
that "there is a mighty and suflBlcient 
cause " for this silence. It is this : — 
" The solemn contrast of reward and 
punishment can thus work its fuU effect 
unmingled, unmitigated upon the hearts 
of men'' (p. 46), or as he repeats it ia 
the following sentence, " the sternness of 
the Divine threatenings, and the refusal 
to weaken their horrors by revealing dis- 
tinctly the contrasted truth." By this 
contrasted truth, he evidently alludes to 
his supposed " trance of holy adoration,'' 
into which the condemned sinner is to 
find ultimate relief. It is very strange, 
Mr. B. should not have inferred that 
what was a weighty and sufl&cient cause 
for God's silence on the supposed " con- 
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trasted truth " of mercy to the lost, must 
equally seal up the lips of man I He 
does indeed declare that those who have 
found in his supposed "contrasted truth ^' 
" relief for their own perplexity, should 
beware of a rash and hasty pubhcation 
of their thoughts, lest they should run 
counter to the wisdom and love by which 
alone that silence can be explained" 
(p. 47), and it is an obvious conclusion, 
that if the imaginary further revela- 
tion would, if heretofore revealed, have 
weakened the moral force of the " solemn 
contrast of reward and punishment," 
it will work this demoralization when- 
ever it is made known. 

It is deeply painful, however sadly W The 
interesting, to track the workings of a state of ti 
mind once fully launched into specula- conscience 
tion, forgetting the warning (Col. ii 8j^ iioyit»\s( 
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^^ " Beware lest any man spoil you throng 
philosophy and vain deceit '' (v. 18), 
"intrading into those things which he 

fleshly mind." Mr. B. thinks he can dis- 
cern (p. 175) "amoral signwhen a farther 
disclosure of God's purposes in coming 
judgment . . . becomes seasonable, and 
may lawftdly be made known." ITiat is, 
Mr. B. now feels himself authorised to 
speak out upon the supposed truth, on 
which God in His "wisdom and love** 
has kept silence. The " moral sign " to 
which Mr. B. refers, he thus states : — 
" When the sense of Gk)d*s universal 
goodness, derived from His own Word, 
has been more widely diffused, and has 
a firmer hold on the general conscience 
than the authority of His Word itself; 
then the silence which once deepened the 
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power of His. warniogs will abater their 
foroe.^ 

We cannot read this passage withoj^it a 
shudder, if we are to read it as intended 
to mark imreprovingly the tendency of 
Christiaa minds. Is it possible to cojpr 
ceive in any Christian that "a sense of 
God's univLal goodaesa derived from 
His Wwd,'* shall Eft itself up above *^the 
authority of His Word itself ^^ That 
mane's inference from God's Word shall be 
fioade superior to the Word ? Yet^ this is 
asserted, if ^' by the general conscience/' 
is intended the conscience, of Christians. 
If the passage be intended only to de- 
scribe the degree of deflection from Scrip- 
tural Truth which the w^rld welcomes^ 
theoQ. it is not a new thing, but the nor* 
mal state of the worldly mind; which 
dopes for mer^y aaid ealyatio©, without. 
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enquiry whether there is in its own case 
any warrant in the word of God for such 
a hope, and " the moral sign '' to which 
Mr. B. refers, would be wanting. In this 
view, Mr. B. might simply condemn it, 
and warn those who hold it, that they 
have allowed their thoughts to drift into 
the infidel conclusion that our own 
notions of "God's universal goodness '* 
authorise us to deny the " authority of 
His Word," so far as that Word sets forth 
His judgment of " everlasting punish- 
ment" (Matt. XXV. 46) against the 
wicked ! If our minds once wander into 
the presumption that we may set aside 
the plain declarations of Scripture when- 
ever they contradict our own notions of '• 
what God ought to do, we in fact consti- 
tute ourselves judges of God instead of 
humble learners at His footstool How 
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truly do the words of Scripture, above 
5^uoted (CoL ii. 18), " vainly puffed up by 
bis fleshly mind," describe the origin of 
such proud presumption. 
But beyond this deep spiritual danger (4.)Mr. b. 

L J r 1 • • i* "L J. • r therefore 

bo the soul ansmg from such a tram oi publishes 
thought, there is in the conclusion at ^ * 
which Mr. B. has arrived that which 
V70uld provoke a smile , were it not on so 
solemn a subject. Mr. B. in effect says, 
Grod has a purpose of mercy towards the 
lost, in which Scripture is silent, lest the 
revelation of it should weaken the moral 
force of the contrast of eternal reward 
md punishment — and he warns those 
3ven who have found comfort in the 
Delief of this supposed purpose of mercy 
X) *^ beware of a hasty publication of their 
thoughts," and yet Mr. B. modestly con- 
jludes that he discerns in the signs of the 
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times a dear indication that he (Mr, B.), 
should now proclaim that upon whloh 
God has for aU ages past been "in wk^ 
dom and in love " snent ! The sigimpw 
which he rests this conclusion is that 
what he calls " the general conscience/' ia 
so impressed with a " sense of God's uni^ 
versal goodness," as to deny the " autho* 
rity " of His Word when it raveaj^ the 
purpose of eternal punishment* What 
is this but saying that when the her^ 
of the non-eternity of punishment has 
become in some degree popular, it is tvm 
for God's ministers to publish a theory 
by which it can be supported and eau he 
shown to have been in the mind of God 
from the beginning 1 1 

mg tibLtt "^^^ ^^^ ^^^ solemn question is, < • What 
change (Jq^ i\^q Word of God rcveal conceniimr 

may be ^^ 

made in a the ultimate State of the wicked 1" On 
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this head Mr. B., in the plamest and state de- 
most satisfactorj terms maintains (p 41), etemaU 
"Nothing can be more positively laid 
down by our Lord than that the reward 
of Heaven and the punishment of Hell 
are eternal** And again (p. 191), "im- 
believeis are not saved from judgment, 
from righteous punishment, from the 
second death, from shame and everlasting 
contempt, from everlasting fire." So that 
he acknowledges the reality and the eter- 
nal duration of the Judgment. And yet 
in the face of these convictions by a sub- 
tiety of reasoning which, however spe- 
ciouSy is an outrage upon common sense, 
fee maintains (p. 1 73), " The future state 
of souls unsaved combines two contrasted 
elements co-existing for ever." (1.) *' In- 
fmte goodness to them as creatures of 
the €tod of Love" and (2.) " Everlasting 
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(6.) Thai punishment as rebels against a God of 
misery and holmcss" If Mr. B. had merely said, God 
comfort would eveii towards the lost vindicate' 
exist in the His Condemnation of them as consistent 
XaL""^' ^t^ His character of a God of Love— aU 
sound students would agree in his con- 
clusion. But to say, the state of the 
same individual can combine with an 
everlasting punishment — the enjoyment 
of the infinite goodness of a God of Love is 
a simple contradiction of terms — as plain 
as if it were said, he shall be at the same 
time infinitely miserable and infinitely 
happy! When the mind clearly discerns — 
what Mr. B. distinctly acknowledges, that 
the punishment of Hell is as eternal as the 
reward of Heaven — there is an end of 
the matter. Heaven and HeU embrace 
all the responsible creatures of God, and 
the state of the lost is not less imchange' 
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able than the state of the saved. It is 
childish folly to endeavour to engraft a 
new state of existence upon one which he 
acknowledges to be eternal — ^if eternal, 
the state is unchangeable, and if un- 
changeable, it can never even be varied. 
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CHAPTER V. 
ESASONB Alleged fob this sufpos£i> 

MEJRCY. 

Beasons When we seoTch for the reasons which 

Mr. B. fop have weighed upon the mind of Mr. B. 

ES« to lead him to consider some purpose of 

SiewickecL Hiercy toward the lost to be necessary, 

we find them to be thus stated (p. 41), 

" A perfect love seems to imply a sincere 

desire for the happiness of every conscious 

and intelligent creature, and a perfect 

victory of A Imighty love tJiat this desire 

should not fail through the strength of 

(1.) God evily hut be at length fulfilled" In this 

must 

desire the inference the distinction between good 
^/•^ and evil is entirely forgotten. God's 
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ind is scJemnly opened to ub m that ^^^' 
corded oath (Ez. xxxiiL 11). "As I wm'bring' 

^ ' it to pass. 

^e, saith the Lord God, I have no plea- 
re in the death of the widted, but that 
e wicked turn from his way and live ; 
m ye— turn ye from your evil ways, 
r why wiH ye die ? '' We thus see the 
aanings of Divine compasaon towards 
e wicked, and yet that the only way 

escaping judgment is by turning from 
iL God in aU His dealings with 
in: is thus described by the Pirc^het, 
[toa art of purer eyes than to behold 
Q, and canst not look on iniquity" 
!ab. i 1 3)^ and the Psalmist declares 
3» vii 11), "God is angry with the 
eked every day," and (Ps. v. 4), 
Neither shall evil dwell with Thee/' 

that it is of necessity that all who 
> to come to God to abide with Kiccl 
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for ever, must be righteous. There is nc 
single passage in the whole range o: 
Scripture which latimates God's allow- 
ance of sin or His mercy towards tlu 
iknpemtent sinner. Thus Mr. B. cannoi 
point to any part of God's Words whicl 
asserts " a perfect love '' on the part o 
God towards individuals, irrespective o 
their forsaking sin or any going forth o 
the mind of God in perfect love to Hi 
creatures without distinguishing betweei 
the righteous and the wicked, and limit 
ing the abiding of that love upon tb 
righteous only. 

K Mr. B. would argue that love ii 
the Creator cannot be perfect unless i 
subdues aU evU, he is attempting U 
fathom the hidden depth, Why die 
God permit evil at aU? Our finite 
22iiQds can only deal with this questioi 



THIS SUPPOSJfiD MERCY. 59> 

by replying, We see such full proofs of 
God's wisdom and love in all His works 
and in His long suffering towards His 
rebellious creatures that we can rest 
in the assured conviction the allowance 
of the outburst of evil amongst His 
creatin:es will be vindicated for a fer 
greater good, and shall be seen to be as 
consistent with His perfect love as with 
His perfect wisdom and holiness. 

It must also be borne in mind that 
there cannot be any " true happiness " in 
the " conscious and intelligent creature " 
unless it be conjoined with holiness. 
" The wicked are like the troubled sea 
^when it cannot rest, whose waters cast 
lip mire and dirt. There is no peace, 
saith my God to the wicked '' (Is. Ivii 
20). The ** perfect victory of Almighty 
love " which is set forth in the work of 
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Christ is not a victory of salvation only, 
but equally a victory of Judgment — of 
salvation to all who will come to Christ 
for pardon and receive power with meet- 
ness to become the Sons of God (John 
L 12)— of judgment to those who deq)ise 
salvation — ^reject Christ, and are hard* 
ened in their iniquity by the very rejec- 
tion of pardon and of holiness, and give 
themselves to work sin and misery. This 
work of judgment wiU be included in 
the "perfect victory of love" as it is 
said in the Prophet Isaiah (Ixiil 4)» 
"The day of vengeance (the avenging 
of the wrongs of His people, and the 
putting down of the power of their op- 
pressor) is in mine heart, and the year oi 
my Redeemed (the perfect redemption of 
His beloved) is come." God is equally the 
God of Holiness as the God of Love, and 
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in the outgoing of His love He tumeth 
away from wickedness as aa oflfence. 

Another reason urged by Mr. B. is (?) p^!s* 

° "^ diedforall. 

(p. 166), " If Christ died for all, haw can 
mvMtudes for whom he died, perish in 
their sins, and he lost for ever T In this 
question, Mr. B. implies that Christ 
died for aU, in order by an absolute 
necessity, to save all. He thus blots 
out one essential future of the plan of 
Salvation— man*s willingness to accept 
it. The declaration is (John iii. 16), 
*' God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
helieveth in Him should not perish but 
have everlastiDg lifa" The proclamation 
is to all (Rev. xxii. 17), ^' whosoever will 
let him take the water of life freely." 
But the Scriptures nowhere state that 
Chiist so died " for all,'' that, whether 
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man will or not — or whether man be- 
lieves or not, all must be saved. What 
it does declare is, that Christ so died for 
all, that all who believe shall be saved. 
The sacrifice of Christ is thus set before 
man as reconciling him to God (2 Cor. 
V. 19), " God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto Himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them.'^ But man 
can reject, as it is written (Heb. ii. 3), 
" How shall we escape if we neglect so 
great salvation.*' 

The purpose of God thus revealed, was 
not, therefore, that all men should be 
saved by Christ's death, but that all who 
believe should be made meet for salvation, 
to live with God, and that he who rejects 
the proffered mercy, and (Heb. x. 29), 
" hath trodden underfoot the Son of God, 
and hath counted the blood of the Cove- 
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nant, wherewith he was sanctified, an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite to 
the sphit of grace," which eveiy one who 
rejects Christ, does, should thus manifest 
hilmeetness for judgment. He wiU not 
come to God, but delights in sin, pol- 
luting God's creation, bringing oppres- 
sion and suffering on God's people, until 
God in his love for His people, and in 
vindication of His own holiness, arises 
to judgment as it is written (Heb. x. 30), 
" The Lord shall judge His people." 

One more argument Mr. B. adduces (3,) a a 
(p. 166), '^How can a being of perfect ^^^^^l 
love create vast numbers of intelligent ^^^^ 
creatures capable of largest happiness, ^o^he 
vnth the certain foresight that the result ^°^^ 
of that creation will be their everlasting everiast- 

. . . . . ingly. 

misery T This is a repetition of the first 
argument in a new form. The answer 
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IB, because a €rod of perfect loYe may in 
the creation of intdligent and responsible 
creatures^ with freedom of will to obey or 
disob^^ have a high, a holy, and a di^ 
vinely loving purpose, which is gloriously 
fulfilled in those who choose obedience, 
although those who dioose to disobey, 
are overwhelmed in righteous judgment 
Tf beings are created with freedom of 
choice — ^they may disobey. If you would 
shut out the possibility of disobcdieaoe, 
the creature must be imder constant 
constraint, without any freedom of will 
This would be a creatinre of another oitier, 
not self-governed, not responsible. The 
obedience of such a creature would not 
be voluntary, but of necessity constrained. 
There would be no choice in it, no reality. 
The service would not be rendered be« 
cause the mind discerns, and the wiU 
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delights to recognise the essential loveli- 
ness of the God whom the creature wor- 
ships. But a constrained worship, in 
which the mind may discern much that is 
lovely, but in which the will has no choice. 
Can it be said to be incompatible with 
a perfect love in the Creator to make 
a creature and bestow upon him such 
freedom of will, that the service and 
the worship he may render to his God 
must, if he render it, be his own free 
choice? And does the perfect love of 
the Creator in the slightest degree pre- 
vent him from governing and dealing 
with that creature, by the holy, and just, 
and loving laws of Righteousness ? The 
creature possessed of a freedom of will is 
justly held responsible for the exercise of 
it. K we permit ourselves to think that 
a perfect love in the Creator must involve 
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the prevention of an evil choice in the 
creature endowed with free will, we un- 
consciously assume the freedom of wiU is 
to be constrained, and to cease to be free. 
Mr. B. himself ftirnishes (p. 186) an 
answer to his own objection. He says : — 
" The second death is a work of the God 
of love, wherein he displays His holy 
anger against every sinner whose heart 
and life are marked by reigning selfish- 
ness, and the utter want of genuine love 
The revealed ground of the sentence of 
condemnation is given by our Lord Him- 
self in these words, ' Inasmuch as ye did 
it not to one of the least of these, ye did 
it not unto me/ It is the absence of works 
and fruits of love which is made the 
ground of their fearful doom. Thus the 
excellency of a pure and perfect love is 
taught and confirmed by the severity of 
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the sentence for which the absence of 
that love is the one cause assigned by 
the Judge Himself It follows that the 
Judge who pronounces the sentence is 
perfect in love/^ 

Mr. B. thus vindicates God's perfect 
love even in the judgment on the Sinner. 
He goes on indeed to argue that there 
must be in God's heart a love to the sin- 
ner He thus condemns : asserting that 
otherwise God would be a sharer of the 
sin (of unlovingness), which He is visiting 
on His creatures. But Mr. B. forgets 
God is worthy of love — Sin and the lost 
sinner are not worthy of it. In Mr. B.'s 
theory, love must rest alike on the 
righteous and the wicked, and therefore 
there must be mercy to both. But can 
he — as he asserts so often his habit of 
patient thought — ^have never thought 
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upon the eternal and essential difference 
between righteousness and wickedness. 
And has he not discerned that the first is 
essentially lovely, and the last essen- 
tially unlovely — the first, that which 
attracts love ; the last, that which re- 
pels it ? 
In these There is lying at the root of all these 

the essen- objcctions a forgctfulncss of the essential 
sin Mid its ©vil of Sin. The mind of the objector is 
^to aod fixed on mercy and love, and with the in- 
" ^^ firmity of every finite mind of becoming 
engrossed by the special line of thought 
which it is pursuing the hideousness of 
Sin and the absolute necessity that a God 
of holiness must abhor, condemn, and put 
it away is forgotten. Sin stands in such 
essential antagonism to God, that al- 
though in His long suffering mercy, God 
maj bear with it to give opportunity of 
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repentance to those who practise it ; yet 
in the vindication of His own holy being 
and supremacy, and in love towards His 
people oppressed under it, God must put 
it down. It is Sin which has brought ruin 
on the world, and is daily multiplying 
sorrow and suffering with oppression and 
wickedness among its inhabitants. The 
cry of every righteous soul is " Lord ! how 
long ? '^ " How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our 
blood" (Kev. vi. 10). "How long shall 
the wicked triumph" (Ps. xciv. 3). And 
in reply to this prayer we are shown 
judgment will sit, and Sin will be cast 
out with all who practise it (Ps. xciv. 23). 
Do we not recognise in this deliverance 
the Lord's love and faithfulness to His 
people ? And see how God s perfect love 
towards his creatures leads to, and even 
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requires that judgment should sit that 
evil may be put down, 
[n putting Will the objector contend that Sin 

iway sin, 

:he sinner may be puuished, and yet the sinner be 
o it must spared the punishment ? He forgets that 
way. Sin is not an abstract thing — in the parl- 
ance of the day, not merely objective, but 
necessarily subjective. Sin is the wrongful 
act of an inteUigent and responsible 
being : and if Sin is punished, the pun- 
ishment must be laid on the being who 
commits it. God has in the gracious plan 
of Salvation opened a way whereby the 
Sinner may find forgiveness of his sin, be 
cleansed from it, and receive power to 
walk in newness of life, so that he can 
say with the Apostle, " I dehght in the 
law of God after the inward man " (Rom. 
vii. 22). The proclamation is, *' whosoever 
wiU Jet him take the water of life freely" 
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(Rev. xxii 17). But if the Sinner will 
not turn from his Sin to God's mercy — ^in 
Scripture language *^ repent," what shall 
God do ? Will the objector say, God 
"in His perfect love" must compel 
him ? Surely reason rebels against such 
a thought ! Man was created with a re- 
sponsible will to yield a volimtary ser- 
vice to God. — If compulsion is laid upon 
him, he ceases to act as a free responsible 
agent. His service would not be his own 
choice — ^and if not his own choice, he does 
not accept — he cannot obey. 

When the Gospel is preached, then 
God reasons with the Sinner — ^by His 
word unfolds the plan of mercy — shows 
the way of salvation through the death 
of Christ — ^by His Spirit He pleads with 
the Sinner — shows him his Sin and the 
way of escape from it. Under this testi- 
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mony, one Sinner listens — welcomes the 
Spirit's pleading — confesses his Sin — 
comes to Christ for pardon — is quickened 
by the indwelling of the Spirit — fleams to 
hate and forsake the Sin he loved and to 
love the Lord against whom he was living 
in rebellion. Another Sinner hearing the 
same truth will not listen — pleaded with 
by the same Spirit does not welcome it, 
but turns stubbornly away — ^will not come 
to Christ — but perversely and determi- 
nately clings to his Sin and continues to 
walk in his iniquity. Will the objector 
say, a God of " perfect love '' must save 
the perverse rejector of the Gospel equally 
with the acceptor ? On the contrary, will 
not the righteous judgment and the per- 
fect love of God be even more fully vin- 
dicated in the condemnation of the Sinner 
hj the very reason that he has been ojBF^ed 
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forgiveness and deliverance from his Sin 
and would not accept it — ^but still works 
wickedness and oppression in the earth. 

The triumph of perfect love will estab- ^^'^ 

■*■ ^ ■■• ^ perfect 

lish perfect holiness and happiness by lovewiu 

. . : triumph 

puttiQg away the sin which works when the 
misery. The Gospel of Christ points righteous 
to Jesus as the way whereby the ^dand 
sinner may be cleansed from sin and nevi^ ^' 
enjoy the blessedness of eternal life. In ^e'^- 
this . is perfect love manifested and tri- capaWe of 

^ working 

lunphant. But the same Gospel message ^^^ 
which assures the believer of his adop- 
tion to glory in the never ending enjoy- 
ment of God's perfect love, warns the 
unbeliever who wiU not forsake his sin 
or accept His love, of the wrath and judg- 
ment which awaits him. " He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life ; 
and he that believeth not the Son shall 
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not see life : but the wrath of God 
abideth on him" (John iii. 36). The 
working of this righteous wrath of God 
is to bring judgment upon all sin and 
those who persist in it — ^that it may be 
put away and rendered powerless for evil 
Thus the perfect love of God brings those 
who turn to Christ and forsake sin into 
eternal glory, and shuts out those who 
cling to it that they may no longer defile 
or work evil in His creation. This is the 
final triumph of perfect love revealed t< 
us in the written Word of God. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE THEORY OF ANNIHILATION OF 

BEING. 

The theory of Mr. M., that as God reveals ^^^^^" 
His purpose toward the wicked of destroy- annihiia- 
ing both body and soul in hell (Matt. x. being is 

, , . . based. 

28), "no remaining consciousness is poss- 
ible " (p. 52), is elaborated by statements 
(1.) That the root of the whole error of (i) The 

^ f soTil not 

the eternity of punishment lies " in the mimortai. 
Platonic philosophy of the immortality 
of the soul" (p. 34), adding "Christi- 
anity was poisoned by the infusion" 
(p. 35). (2.) Again when God says (2.) Judg- 
(2 Thes. L 9) that the wicked shall be ©temsi 

. . . . punish- 

punished with everlasting destruction, mentbut 

, , reallj des- 

it means the wicked shall be destroyed traction of 

being. 
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and not merely shut up under everlast- 
ing punishment (p. 55) ; and " to insist 
upon the suffering being absolutely end- 
less is to force an arbitrary interpretation 
upon the words which brings them in 
violent antagonism both with Scripture 
and reason '' (p. 69). Again in fuller 
(3) Tot- detail he states (3.) " It will not be a 
be for ages simple act of annihilation but a process 
and end in of destruction. The fire of God's wrath 

extinction •■%•* , .1 , 1 > • 1 

of being. Will uot consumc them at once but they 
will be tormented in it day and night 
for the ages of ages they have yet to 
live. What will be the nature of the 
torment and what the length of the 
ages we are not informed. It will pro- 
duce no change in their character . . . 
After the final judgment the wicked wiD 
continue wicked and must therefore 
perish" (p. 78). His conclusion is em- 
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phatically expressed " Scripture assures 
us that the Devil and his works are to 
be destroyed together — ^the long conflict 
between good and evil will end in the 
consuming fire of hell — ^and sin will be 
a thing of the past — aU things will be 
reconciled to God through Jesus Christ, 
so that He Himself may be all in all ^* 
(p. 102). 

This theory, taken as a whole, repre- ^^^*" 
sents the Judgment of the wicked not ^^^s after 

° a resur- 

to be an ever-continuing punishment, regions 

^ ^ ^ difficult 

but one enduring for ages on ages and supposi- 
then terminating in the destruction of 
consciousness, or, in other words, in the 
annihilation of being. 

Mr. M. gathers from Scripture, as he 
says, that the wicked will come under 
judgment — will be raised jfrom the first 
death for this purpose, and will be sub- 
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jected to the second death in the lake 
of fire and brimstone (Rev. xx. 14). So 
far his views are in accord with the faith 
of the Church of Christ. But he con- 
tends the judgment once begun will not 
continue for ever, but only for a termin- 
able period which he calls " ages of ages.'' 
The length of " ages of ages " is very 
indefinite, but the word conveys the im- 
pression of thousands of thousands of 
years, a period to which the age of the 
the world bears a very small proportion. 
But it is much more difficult to conceive 
that the wicked could ever be raised from 
the first death to be punished for ages of 
ages and then annihilated, than to adopt 
the orthodox view that once raised the 
continuance of being is endless. If anni- 
hilation of being were in God's plan, it 
would be expected on the first death 
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■t resurrection sieems wholly to shut 

; any such supposition. 

[t is clearly incumbent on any one who Attempted 

proofs from 

^'ances a new theory contrary to the Scripture, 
leral belief of the Church to give fiill 
ipture authority for his assertion. This 
*. M. affects to do, but with very small 
icess. He first (p. 52), refers to the (i.) "De- 
lve quoted passage of God being " able and soul in 
destroy both body and soul in hell,'' 
getting the statement in the Book of 
ivelation (c. xx. 10), that in hell, or in 
ler words, the Lake of Fire and Brim- 
>ne, they " shall be tormented day and 
rht for ever and ever." If the pimish- 
"snt be thus eternal, the word " destroy" 
inot mean annihilation of being, be- 
jse then the punishment would cease ; 
t must be read as a judgment which 
allows up both body and soul by an 
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eternal punishineiit, which is an endless 
destruction, 
(i.) "Bum He also quotes (Matt. iii. 12) " He will 
^affwith burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
abS"fire/' ^^^Z' ^^^ obscrves upon it (p. 53), *' Could 
any figure be employed more utterly 
repugnant to the idea of perpetual con- 
tinuance . . . We really can do nothing, 
but ask any one who still feels a doubt, 
to try the experiment of throwing some 
chaff into an intensely hot fire, and see 
what becomes of it.'* Mr. M. forgets the 
figure used in the text, is the " wheat" 
for the righteous to be "gathered into 
His gamer *' of glory, and the "chaff" 
for the wicked to be unceasingly judged. 
The wheat recognised as the Saved Soul, i 
and the chaff as the Lost Soul, brings I 
before us in the chaff never ending Beings 
punished in unquenchable fire in the Lake 
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fr of Fire. — To argue that unquenchable fire 
means a fierce burning fire which shaD at 
t once devour and annihilate the betags 
i under judgment, is really to overturn the 
■ whole and pervert a passage which ex- 
E presses a never-ceasing punishment, into 
II one instantly terminated. 

I His next quotation (p. 55) is, "For (3. "Who- 
X whosoever will save his life shall lose it '' ^vlhiT^ 
« (Luke xviL 33), and his argument is, that ^^^^ 
; he may lose his life hereafter in a much 
: more awful manner than he can possibly 
e lose it now ; and Mr. M. infers this is an 
i allusion to the destruction of body and 
I soul in helL This reference is doubtless 
I true, but as we have shown, contains not 

m 

i the slightest argument agaiQst eternity of 

i punishment. The judgment in the Lake 

of Fire is called "the second death" 

(Rev. XX. 1 4). This is obviously the sense 
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in which his life will be lost, overwhelmed 
in this second death. 
(4.)"Eeap He quotes also (Gal. vi. 8), *'He that 

corrup* 

tionr Boweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption.'^ But there is nothing in this 
passage which is not satisfied by the 
above-quoted declaration of the second 
death. Corruption is the state following 
the first death, and if it be applied to the 
soul, would indicate the continuous judg- 
ment perfected in the second death ; that 
as corruption in the natiuul body, makes 
it loathsome and abhorrent, so is it said 
of the wicked (Isaiah Ixvi. 24), " Their 
worm shall not die, neither shall their fire 
be quenched ; and they shall be an ab- 
horring imto all flesh." 
(6.) " Pun- Again (p. 56), he rests upon the passage 
e^riaJti^g hi the Thessalonians (2 Thes. L 9), " Who , g 
tio^*'" ^^^1' ^^ punished with eyerlasting d^ « 



\ 
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Tiction/' and reads it as an explanation 
(Matt. XXV. 45), *^ These shall go away 
io everlasting punishment" — inferring 
is annihilation of being and not ever- 
jting punishment. But the judgment 
onounced in Thessalonians is termed a 
struction, not consuming and annihilat- 
j at once, but enduring, or lasting for 
ei: — everlasting, in contrast to quickly 
ded, as fully detailed in Kevelations 
XX. 11, 15), where the punishment is 
clared to continue " for ever and ever." 
le same endurance is repeated in chap- 
r xiv. (v. 10, 11), where it is said 
Shall be tormented with fire and brim- 
3ne in the presence of the holy angels, 
td in the presence of the Lamb ; and the 
loke of their torment ascendeth up for 
er and ever." Again (Kev. xix. 3), 
Ajid her smoke rose up for ever and 

g2 
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ever." This is manifestly the maimer of 

all action — ^a continuous punishment de* 
stf oying all comfort and all hope — ^to be 
endlessly endured. But there is nothing 
in the use of the term to warrant annihi- 
lation of being. 
(6.) "Fiery Farther Mr. M. alludes to the passage 
tii^oh (^^b- ^- 2^), "" There remaineth ... a 
*^^th certain fearful looking for of judgment 
^veraa- g^^xid fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries'' (p. 56), and dwells up<m 
the word "devoxn:,'' which he allegiBS, 
when coupled with the words '* fieiy in- 
dignation '' must mean utter desibructioii. 
But surely this must be interpriBted with 
reference to the explanation in iRevda- 
tions, to which we have before referred, I \ 
and there is nothing in the word "de- t 
vour '' which is not ftJly answered bj thej 1^ 



nes. 
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l>eing swallowed up in the Lake of Fire. 
The passage in Isaiah (c. xxxiiL 14), dis- 
tinctly interprets the expression, '' Who 
among us shall dwell with the devouring 
fire? Who among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings V 

The following reference to passages — (7. " Co 
** Our God is a consuming fire " fire." 

(Heb, xiL 29), withereth.' 

" The grass withereth " (1 Pet. i. 24), passeth 
" The world passeth away " (1 John "'"y" 
iil7), 
which Mr. M. quotes, it is needless to 
dwell upon. The expressions " consume,'^ 
" wither,'^ " passeth away/' must be read 
in connection with the passages above 
quoted. If we would understand after 
what manner God consumes, we are told 
by an "unquenchable fire," not annihi- 
lating, but continuously punishing. If 
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we seek to know how all flesh withereth, 

we read, man passeth under the first 

death, and will be judged unto the second 

death ; and although this world passeth 

away in the fires of judgment, there shall 

be a new heaven, and a new earth. So 

studied, these passages have no bearing 

whattwer on the question, and cannot 

be in any manner held to support his 

views. 

;8.)"XJtter- The last quotation in support of the 

i^own theory is firom the Second Epistle of 

ZLT Peter (ii. 12), " These as natural brute 

beasts . . . shall utterly perish in their 

own corruption.'' And Mr. M. argues that 

the force of the passage lies in the sinner 

utterly perishing like a brute beast. A 

careful consideration of the passage will 

show it to be a declaration, that as 

the brute beast goes unconsciously to 
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death, so the sinaer, prompted 
d blinded by sinful corruption, goea 
edlessly to utter and etem?l punish- 
jnt. 
Mr. M. alludes (pp. 52, 53), to some of Mr. u. 

, . combats 

3 Scripture references, on the eternity tests which 

, , show eter- 

punishment : nity of 

" Who among us shall dwell with ^^. ' 
everlasting burnings V' (Is. xxxiii. 

14). 
" Many . . . shall awake ... to 

everlasting contempt^' (Dan. xii* 

2), 
" These shall go away to everlastiag 

pimishment '' (Matt. xxv. 46), 
" Suffering the vengeance of eternal 

fire " (Jude 7), 
" Their worm dieth not, and the fire 

is not quenched '* (Mark ix. 48), 
d to counteract the plain meaning of 
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these declarations, he uses the following 
singular argument (p. 66). 

" When the word eternal or everlasting 
is applied in Scripture to the existence of 
God, or to the future glory of the Church, 
we understand it as meaning absolutely 
endless, because we know, from other 
statements, that neither the one nor the 
other will ever come to an end. When 
they are applied to the future pimish- 
ment of the wicked, we know that at 
least, as far as regards felt punishment, 
they cannot mean absolutely endless ; 
because Scripture positively declares that 
evil will come to an end, and the irre- 1 
claimably wicked be utterly destroyed." • 

This mode of argument, if admissible, 
would prove anything. " Everlasting," he 
says, apphed to ^e saved, means without [ 
end, ^* because we know from other state- ■. < 
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ments" that it will never come to an end. 
But applied to the lost, it cannot mean 
absolutely endless, ** because Scripture 
positively declares, that evil will come to 
an end, and the irreclaimahly wicked he 
utterly destroyed!^ Would it not be more 
convenient when Mr. M. proposes to prove 
or disprove anything, that he should 
be a little more specific, than coolly 
to assert it is so, "because we know 
from other statements,'' or "because 
Scripture positively declares," and conde- 
scend to give us the Scriptures on which 
he relies ? The question is, not what 
Mr. M. thinks he knows, or thinks other 
Scripture declares, but what is really 
the meaning of the Scripture he quotes. 
Upon these mistaken interpretations 
Mr.M. grounds his theory. His attempted 
direct proofs do not support him, and 
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his escape from the reiterated passages, 
which declare the eternity of punishment, 
rests simply upon an assertion that they 
cannot mean what the words imply, be- 
cause they would contradict other Scrip- 
tures which he does not quote, or if he 
refers to those we have first examined, 
they certainly do not warrant his deduc- 
tions. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

REASONS ADDUCED FOR EXPECTING 
ANNIHILATION OF BEING. . 

Seeing the baseless character of his de- Reasons 

given by 

ductions from Scripture, we naturally Mr.M. foi 

•■• expecting 

search for the supposed reasons for his pimiBh- 

ment not 

expecting the Word of God must support to be 
his views. It is with the deepest grief 
we read them — they are painfully flip- 
pant, and in some cases stand on the very 
verge of blasphemy. (1.) The one great (i) There 
spectre against which he is ever declaim- ^^^^ 
mg is what he calls " the eternity of ^^ ®^- 
3vn/^ 

The belief in the eternity of evil is, he 
says : — 

" The most astounding phenomenon/' 
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" Would break the stoutest heart " 
(Pref. vii). 

"Drive the strongest mind raving 
mad." 

** It robs the law of its terrors/' 

" Weakens the power of the GospeU 

"Drives multitudes into positive 
infidelity'^ (Prefix). 

^* The supposition that one paxt of 
the imiverse is to be set apart for 
the eternal exhibition of Satan's 
works in their fullest possible 
maturity'*' (p. 26). 

*' This monstrous bugbear, frighten- 
ing us out of our senses'' (p. 110). 

"A hideous dream, for which the 
Devil, and not the Bible, ia re- 
sponsible" (p. 91). 
Nothing can be more erroneous than 
the view he takes of the nature of eternal 
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punishment. He evidently treats it as 
if it were a continuance of evil, saying 
of it that it is an " eternal exhibition of 
Satan's works in their fuUest possible 
maturity*^ (p. 26). But what says the 
Scripture concerning it^ " Fire came down 
fix)m heaven and devoured them ; and 
the Devil that deceived them was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone . . . 
and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever'' (Rev. xx. 9, 10)» 
Thus, overwhelmed by judgment, cast 
into prison and shut up in eternal punish- 
ment, is the Scripture explanation, and 
yet Mr. M. calls this an " eternal exhi^ 
bition of Satan's works in their fiillest 
possible maturity "! Mr. M. writes under 
the impression that Satan has prevailed, 
vrhereas Satan is judged and condemned. 
His view of the eternity of evil, against 
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which he declaims, is an utter perversion 

of God's purpose of crushing all evil by 

an eternal judgment, so that it can no 

more work, or tempt, or defile. God's 

righteous judgment puts an end to evil 

— not by annihilation of being, but by 

an overwhelming judgment, which shuts 

it up, under punishment, in an eternal 

prison house, by which it is shut out of 

the *'new heavens'' and the *'new 

.earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" 

(2 Pet. iii. 13). There is no such thing 

•as the eternity of evil, excepting 

so far as sin and evil, cast out and 

■condemned, lie paralysed under eternal 

punishment. 

Satan^ (2.) AjQother reason lu-ged is, ''Most 

^^^8, .assuredly if Satan is to be the author of [ 

eternal •' 

misery, he .Eternal Sin, and, consequently, of eternal ■ 

Tnllhave . . i 

an eternal ^uflferiug, he wiU havc an eternal triumph; ■ 

triumph. * 
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^nd God will have an eternal defeat'' 
(p. 26). Flippant and almost blasphe- 
mous as this statement is, it may be well 
again to call to mind the diflference be- 
•tween Sin and Satan triumphing and 
their being laid imder eternal condem- 
nation and punishment. Sin in its very- 
nature stands in direct antagonism to 
God and to holiness. Satan sinned when 
he rebelled against God and seduced 
man into the same rebellion. God in 
His long suffering bears with Satan and 
with sinful man ; bringing to man the 
offer of pardon that he may have space 
to repent and return to God. But Judg- 
ment will sit, and so far from Sataix 
having an " eternal triumph " he wiU be 
overwhelmed by an eternal condemna- 
•fiion. Mr. M. must recognise in the 
eternity of Satan's pimishment a right- 
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ecus record, not that Satan triumplis 
but that he and his works are ovei> 
thrown, Mr. M. recklessly asserts of 
Satan, '* Spoils enough would be left to 
enable him to hurl back hate and de- 
fiance against Him who created and tried . 
to redeem the victims of his works*'' Afi 
if, imder the judgment lying upon binij 
Satan could continue his warfare against 
God and righteousness ! The judgment 
will stay aU such rebellious acts, and 
crush his energy and his malignity under 
an overwhelming and absorbing sense of 
suffering — self-contempt and shame — a£ r 
it is said of the Egyptians under the i [ 
judgment (Ex. xv. 16), " They shall be a8 ( 
still as a stone," and as of the risen wicked I j- 
it is declared they shall "awake to nhaM ' (» 
and everlasting contempt '' (Daxu xii S) ^ 
So of Satan and his host. ' |^ 



on 
the sinne 
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(3.) On the ground that " God is love/' (3.) God 
Mr. M. writes, what it is deeply painful cease to i 
to transcribe, "If a single creature is to loveifH 
be kept alive in a state of agony for eternal 
ever, in flames that would instantly con- ^^^oi 
sume him were not Almighty power put 
forth to sustain him imder the torture, so 
that he may never be put out of his 
misery — then God may be something 
that He calls Love; but it is mere 
mockery to talk to us about it ^' (p. 28). 
This is the frightful progress of wild 
speculation — first to doubt, then to ftume 
a theory, next to cast scorn on all who 
hold the contrary, and, finally, to arraign 
God Himself, if His dealings contradict 
the theory ! Here it is asserted that to 
consign a sinner, of the deepest die, to 
eternal punishment, blots out all idea of 
love in God, and involves the necessity 

H 



98 REAS.ONS ADDUCED FOR EXPECTING 

of Almiglity power being put forth to 
sustain the creature under torture ! We 
need not travel over again the plain 
harmony between the love of a Holy 
God, delighting in the righteous saints 
and the righteous judgment which His 
very love constrains Him to execute on 
those wicked ones who will not accept 
His love, but defile and work evil in the 
earth, and bring misery upon His people. 
The perfect love of a Holy God must 
put away, with loathing, the creatures 
who practise and delight in sin, and the 
eternal continuance of the judgment 
flows from the fact that the being who 
has sinned cannot cease to be, unless 
God put forth His power to annihilate 
** Who knoweth the spirit of man that 
goeth upward, and the spirit of the" 
beast that goeth downward to the earth " 
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(Eca iii. 21). ^'Then shall the dust 
return to the earth as it was, and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave 
it " (Ecc. xii. 7). The eternity of Being 
in man is confirmed, as regards the 
righteous, by their inheritance of eternal 
glory (Matt. xxv. 34), and as respects 
the wicked, by their eternal endurance 
of punishment (Matt. xxv. 46). All the 
Scriptures we have quoted show, not 
that God puts forth a new power to 
sustain being in lost man, but that in 
the declaration of never-ending punish- 
ment, there is necessarily inferred never- 
ending existence, which is popularly 
termed the immortality of the souL 

(4.) On the Text, " The wages of sin W"Th 

wages of 

is death" (Rom. vi. 23), Mr. M. flippantly sin is ^^ 

observes, on the assumption of the eter- means 

nity of punishment, " The wages of sin is tion of 

H 2 ^"^* 
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not death, but to spend eternal life in sin 
and misery" (p, 49), as if eternity, spent 
in the misery entailed by the righteous 
judgment on sin, were not death ! The 
Scriptures, as we have before quoted 
them, describe it as " the second death,** 
and this is the death which constitutes 
the wages of sin. Nowhere in Scrip- 
ture is there any indication of annihi- 
lation of BeiQg — it is always treated in 
the sense of continuing to be ; although 
it may be under judgment and ia misery. 
(5.) The (5.) As a fiirther reason, Mr. M. ur^es, 

eternity of the doctrmo 01 the eternity oi pun- 
punish- , , , • • , rt 
ment ishmout " bcgots morc positive infi- 

Lfideii^. delity than, perhaps, all other causes put 

together'' (p, 80). This opinion he 

founds upon the assertion, that ''the 

doctrine is absolutely incredible '' (p. 81). 

*' The excessive severity of the punish- 



ANNIHILATION OF BEING. 101 

raent robs it of all certainty" (p, 82). 
" Thus the law is virtually robbed of its 
terrors " (p. 83). We all know that if a 
man be living in sin he desires to believe 
there is no judgment. But we do not 
all believe that the doctrine of the eter- 
nity of the future state, whether of bliss 
or of misery, is in any way calculated to 
promote infidelity. On the contrary, 
were the belief in annihilation of Being 
widely spread, it would certainly demo* 
ralise and make men careless about eter- 
nity. Worldly-minded men would say, 
If the worst that can happen to us is 
annihilation, we do not care to escape it ! 
We distinctly affirm, from our experience 
of Infidels, that the fear of eternal 
punishment alarms them, and, in the 
majority of cases, prevents their being at 
ease and satisfied under their infidelity. 
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If it were generally believed that the 
Bible taught nothing enduring in the 
condemnation of the wicked, the sceptic 
would live at ease, 
njusti- These are the principal reasons on 
npuage which Mr, M. grounds his theory, and 
they are so obviously untenable that it 
is difficult to understand how a minister 
of Christ, of long experience, can have 
built a theory upon them. But in order 
to show how these heresies " eat as doth 
a canker '' (2 Tim. ii. 1 7) into the spirit 
of those who energetically propagate 
them, we must mark the flippancy, and 
almost blasphemy, with which Mr. M. 
meets the solemn question — ^not even 
hesitating to accuse God of acting un- 
justly and with cruelty (Pref. xvL 
p. 84, p. 28), and alleging that to ad- 
judge a sinner to eternal punishment can 
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only be an act of Satan (p. 102). After 
arraigning God for creating responsible 
Beings, who, by their own fault, bring 
irremediable suffering upon themselves 
(p. 107), he shows the blindness of his 
own moral perceptions by adding : "I see 
no greater difl&culty in the creation of 
beings who would have to suffer for no 
fault of their own, than in the creation 
of beings who would have to suffer by 
or for their own fault " ! How deeply 
humbling is the experience of the effects 
of being " vainly puffed up '' in the base- 
less speculations of a mind given over to 
■ * philosophy and vain deceit " (CoL ii. 8). 
The distinction between right and wrong 
is utterly cast aside. God is charged with 
being answerable for the misdeeds of 
responsible creatures, and denied the 
fight to judge wickedness or to banish 
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from His presence those who work 
evil. 
Mr. M.'8 It is straQffe Mr. M. was not struck 

arguments ^ 

a^ com- with the incongruity of his denunciations 
mconsis- affainst the lustice of eternal punishment, 

tent with ^ . "^ . . ^ 

his own whilst he maintains the truth and right 
torment of a punishmcnt in the Lake of Fire, 
Zt"""' which shaH last for "ages of ages." an 
expression which our translators have in 
the Authorized Version rendered ** ever* 
lasting." He cannot reconcile his argu* 
ment against the eternity of punishment 
with its endurance for "ages of agea'' 
But, conversely, if the judgment of tli6 
lost for "ages of ages'' is a righteous 
judgment — which Mr. M., in accord with 
the Universal Church, believes it to be— 
the continuance of that judgment cannot 
make it unjust. What, for instance, he- 
comes of his fearful ejaculation before 
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quoted, " If a single creature is to be hept 
alive in a state of agony for ever, in 
flames that would instantly consume him 
v^ere not Almighty power put forth to 
sustain him under the torture . . . then 
God may be something which He calls 
Love ; but it is mere mockery to talk to 
us about it" (p. 28)? Mr. M. himself 
clearly discerns, as he tells us (p. 78), 
that it is consistent with God's character 
as a God of love to punish the wicked in 
hell for " ages of ages," for this is what 
Mr. M. believes will rightly come to 
pass. What, then, does Mr. M. mean by 
saying the flames of the lake of fire 
would instantly consume the sinner, 
when he believes the sinner will live 
under that fire for " ages of ages " ? A 
naoment's reflection will show him he 
has recognised the eternity of man's 
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being as a truth of Scripture, so that 
man, bringing himself into the fires of 
judgment, will continue to suffer there 
for *'ages of ages/' And a very little 
further consideration will lead him to see, 
that if man s being is to be annihilated 
at the end of that period, it must be by 
the interposition of Gods power — ^aud 
no such purpose being revealed in Scrip- 
ture, we are not warranted to assume 
it. Mr. M.'s other hard sayings and re- 
pinings against God's purpose of eternal 
judgment, wiU be seen to be equally 
contradictory to his own theory of the 
judgment for ages of ages, and must be 
withdrawn, to make Mr. M. consistent 
with himself. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

MORALISING TENDENCIES OF SUCH 
THEORIES. 

EEWiNG the wanderings of Mr. B., as i?«moraii- 

^ ^ sinff effects 

as those of Mr. M., this solemn con- of Mr. 

, B. and 

on is forced upon us : either theory Mr. m/s 
5 to ivork tetter demoralisation. If, 
r. B. asserts, the wicked in the lake 
e will have " their whole being per- ! 
d by an awful and stupendous con- 
ion," or, as Mr. M. asserts, lose all 
piousness (cease to be), after a limited 
>d of suffering, the sinner will say, 
[lat care I for the Judgment ? I shall 
)mfortable in the lake of fire, or lose 
lufiering by unconsciousness. I will 
r the pleasures you call sinful, and 
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take my chance " ! There is no longing 
in the natural mind for anything that is 
spiritual This world, and the things of 
it, satisfy us. The holy law of God, which 
denounces wrath upon aU ungodliness — 
** Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in aU thing which are written in the 
book of the law to do them" (GaL 
iii. 10) — brings before the sinner the 
guilt and judgment of sin. He trem- 
bles imder a sense of guilt when the 
Spirit of God has enlightened his con- 
science, and he then flees to Christ, as 
it is written (GaL iii 24), "The law 
was our schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Christ.^' But take away the "fearfol 
looking for of judgment and fiery indig- 
nation'' (Heb. X. 27), and let the sinner ir 
be persuaded mercy will reach the con- k 
demned, or annihilation release him from iOt 
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suffering, and (to use Mr. B.^s words, 
p. 45) " the solemn contrast of reward and 
punishment '^ will be obliterated, and he 
will live as he lists. 

In this ffeneralisinff and latitudinarian in the 

°. ° eternal 

age, mercy is so dwelt upon that men do state thei 

• • /» 1 -TTT" 1 /» cannot b( 

not care to uiquire from the W ord of mercy ou 
God where and how mercy is to be 
obtained. There is in the Scriptures of 
Truth no intimation of abiding mercy 
otherwise than in the glory, the holiness, 
and the happiness of heaven. The present 
sphere of man's dwelling, the earth, is 
bo be burned up (2 Peter iii.), and all 
that are living or have ever lived upon 
it will be gathered before "the Great 
WTiite Throne '' on the day of judg- 
nent and parted into two classes — one 
X) inherit the Kingdom of Glory, the 
>ther to be cast, with Satan, into the 
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lake of fire, from which there is no glimpse 
of deliverance (Matt, xxv., Rev. xx.). The 
only mercy revealed is to those who are 
called to dwell with God in the heavens. 
There But tliose who enter heaven must he 

muflt be 

meetness mode Tocet foT heuven before they 
Heaven enter. It is written (Rev. xxi 27): 
can enter. " There shall in nowise enter into it 
anything that defileth " ; and of the j 
BeUever it is written (CoL L 12) : 
" Giving thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in lighi" 
This meetness consists in our being 
washed in the blood, clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ, and accepting 
Him as our Kfe ; when He, dwelling in us 
by His Spirit, works in us such a change 
of mind and of heart, and of walk, as shall 
bring our minds into conformity with the 
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mind of Christ, and enable us to walk, as 
the Apostle expresses it (1 John i. 3) : 
" Truly our fellowship is with the Father^ 
and with His Son Jesus Christ." 

There must, therefore, be a change 
of heart before the sinner can reach 
heaven. Either man is fitted to dwell 

; with God, or he must be cast out into 

- his eternal prison-house. If he is a par- 
taker of mercy, it is because he is made 
meet for mercy in the presence of God. 

; The character of each individual at 
death, whether living in communion 

. with God or living in sin away from 
God, marks his eternal lot. God cannot 
do other than condemn sin, and the 
sinner who cL'ngs to it and dies in it. 
To suppose God can accept sin is to 
i forget that sin is in utter conflict and 
- antagonism to God, as it is written 



112 DEMORALISING TENDENCIES 

of Him, " Lord, my God, mine Holy 
On^e, Thou art of purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and canst not look upon 
iniquity'' (Hab. i. 13). Mr. B. claims 
for the wicked mercy and consolation, 
even in the Lake of Fire ; and Mr. M. 
argues for annihilation of Being after 
ages of ages of torment. Both confess 
there will be no change of character, and 
there is no warrant in the Word for 
expecting mercy in heaven when there is 
no meetness for glory. 
These The inevitable tendency of these Schools 

underrate of thought is to disparage the sinfulness 

the sinful- . , __. , _ , , e* -% 

nesB of sin. of Sin. Their longmg is to find allevia- 
tion or deUverance for the guilty sinner 
from the just judgment which has over- 
whelmed him. In this pursuit they raise 
the inference, when even they do not 
plainly assert, that there ought to be 
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deliverance; in other words, that the 
guilt is not such as to deserve everlasting 
punishment. Standing on this ground, 
they undeiTate the guilt, that they may 
lighten the pimishment. In so doing 
they raise two sceptical doubts, imsettling 
the faith of those who entertain them. 
(1.) Is God just to inflict such punish- 
ment? (2.) Are the Scriptures true 
when they declare it ? 

If we with patient inquiry dwell upon 

bhe inevitable tendency of Sin working 

»ut its own issues, even apart from 

ay judicial interposition of God, we 

id it is restless and self-tormenting, 

iilignant and self-accusing, passionate 

1 self-maddening, murderous and self- 

troying. It defiles, demoralises, and 

•ks in the individual moral chaos, and 

lie world social anarchy. The strong 
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arm of the law seeks to restrain it in 
vain. In Autocracies it assumes the form 
of iron tyranny — in Democracies liberty 
lapses into licenca A world delivered 
up to the workings of Sin, imchecked by 
law and unrestrained by religion, would 
be a perfect pandemonium, fiiU of 
vileness and Ml of misery. This is the 
nature and these are the fruits of Sin. 

These are the moral fruits of sin among 
God's creatures. But what is the bearing 
of the sinner towards God Himself? 
Open rebellion ; not caring to know His 
wiU, refusing to obey it ; living for his 
own pleasure, not living for God ; hating 
righteousness, working evil; despising 
God s proffer of mercy ; scorning His love ; 
thinking nothing of the wondrous gift 
and sacrifice of Christ ; deaf to God's 
Word ; resisting and quenching the plead- 
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ings of God's Spirit in his conscience, and 
living without God in the world. 

This is the guilt of the hardened sin- 
ner — deliberately practising sin, which is 
soul -destroying and world-destroying ; 
perversely refusing grace and living in 
open rebellion against God, whose love 
he rejects, whose gift of His Son to die 
for and put away sin he despises. If 
the sinner were left to work out his own 
course he would fill the world with 
wickedness and misery, and make it a 
pandemonimn. This would be the end 
of the sinner, even if God did not inter- 
fere with Judgment. This wickedness 
would work its own punishment, self- 
tormenting and self-destroying, and this 
throughout the eternity of Being to 
which man was created. But beyond 
his self-inflicted misery the unjudged 
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sinner would work wickedness and 
spread defilement and misery aroimd 
him, and taint every succeeding genera- 
tion with his own crimes and gmlt. 

What shall a Holy God do with sin ? 
It is to Him what darkness is to light ; 
what death is to life ; what hatred is to 
love ; what misery is to joy ; what 
torment is to peace ; what despair is to 
hope I What shall He do with it ? 
The Beings who embrace sin were 
created by Him with aai endless exis- 
tence and cannot cease to be. The em- 
phatic and unhesitating answer is, He 
must put sin away, and with the sin the 
sinner who walks in it and revises to 
turn from it. Apart from any idea of 
punishment — as intelligences with eter- 
nity of Being have embraced it they 
must be eternally put away — and so put 
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ray that their power of propagating 
il and inflicting misery shall be cut off. 
e thus arrive, without touching the 
estion of guilty or of punishment, 
the inevitable conclusion that the 
mer for the mere end of putting away 
I and staying its farther evil progress 
ist be shut up in an eternal prison- 
use, and for ever shut out from God s 
rfected creation. Creation is defiled 
long as sin works in it. The stain is 
Lshed out only when sin is put away 
d shut out of it for ever. By the very 
*t of God being a God of Holiuess, sin 
ist thus be put away for ever. 
There is, however, in the impenitent 
iner not only an unfitness for the pre- 
ice of a Holy God, or for abiding in a 
nation where righteousness alone dwel- 
h, but there is a guilt which calls for 
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punishment; not only guilt in sinning 
against holiness, but guilt in sinning 
against love and mercy ; not only rebel- 
Uon against a Creator and Ruler, but a 
hardened ingratitude against the Eternal 
Son of God, who left the glory of Heaven 
to become flesh, and in this Manhood to 
take the sinner s punishment of death to 
redeem the sinner unto salvation and 
glory. The guilt is not only that he is 
an impenitent sinner, but that he so 
loves his sin as to reject his Saviour and 
refuse pardon and salvation. What is the 
punishment due to guilt like this ? It is 
not for us to measure it. But we can 
discern clearly the guUt is beyond all 
measure, and the punishment must be 
heavy. Whatever the weight of pun- 
ishment, it must be as eternal as tie 
Being who suffers it. 
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The supposition of a change in the 
state of a lost soul cannot with any 
reason he entertained. All the theories 
agree, the moral character of the lost is 
unchangeable — ^if so their lot must be 
equally unchangeable. That for which 
the lost were fitted at the entering on 
eternity, they continue alone fitted for 
throughout eternity. As sinners they 
must continue shut out of the perfected 
creation of God, and as guilty lying 
under the punishment of their guilt for 
ever. 

It is the want of discernment of Biindnes 
the guilt of sin which leads the mind guut of 
to doubt the justice of its eternal to^doubti 
punishment. Deadly as is the poison of p^i^. 
sin, the restraining power of the gene- ™®"*- 
ral Christian profession in this country, 
and the high standard of courtesy and 
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civilisation which is the result of that 
profession, so fashions the outward garb 
that its more repulsive features are 
hidden. Oaths and blasphemy only 
break out occasionally, and when re- 
buked are covered by apologies, al- 
though the hidden fire is in the bosom, 
and on every sudden irritation blazes 
forth. Gross licentiousness revels under 
courtly manners and studied elegance, 
and its devotees are branded with the 
apologetic epithet of "Fast.'^ This sin 
of sins excites no general disgust and 
calls down no severe condemnation. For 
the young it is treated as matter of 
course ; for those of more mature age as 
a weakness which does not stamp the 
men with ignominy or cause them to be 
shunned. Even murders and robberies 
are far too much regarded as the results 



OF SUCH THEORIES. 121 

of an iU -balanced mind or a deficient 
education and training, rather than as 
the loathsome workings of sin. 
I When the grosser sins find so many- 
apologists it is not matter of wonder that 
infidelity or total disregard of God's being 
or rule should excite no shudder ; and that 
deflections from soimd doctrine should be 
treated as mere' matter of opinion, with 
little bearing on the life and character. 
This is not the tone of the outward world 
only, but to a very grievous extent it 
affects the minds of serious Christians. 
When sin is so little condemned by men, 
it is no marvel that the condemnation 
, pronounced by the Word of God — cast- 
- ing the sinner into imquenchable fire, 
P there to abide under punishment for ever 
g — should startle those who are speaking 
I smooth words concerning sin ; and under 
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the contrast lead them, blinded by their 
own excuses for the guilt, to think God 
deals too harshly with the sinner. 
As we The uvore nearly we are brought to see 

theffuiit the exceeding sinfulness of sin as God 
justify tiie sees it and sets it forth in His Word, the 
S^. " more clearly shall we recognize, not 
merely the justice, hut the love of God in 
the putting away of sin, and in the Eternal 
Judgment on the impenitent sinner. As 
respects God Himself, we see it revealed, 
and can well understand He is of purer 
eyes than to look upon iniquity, neither 
can evil dwell with Him ; the simier 
must, therefore, be cast out. He, too, is ' 
Ruler over all. King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, and all rebellion against His I; 
rule must be put down, and they who 
will not have God to rule over them a 
must have their lot with the rebel)f( 
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floats of Satan in the Lake of Fire. 
We see clearly God must rule in His 
)wn creation, and put all his enemies 
mder His feet, and that all who dwell 
ivith God must be holy. The obedience 
jrod requires is that of the heart — a 
oving, willing, service. To refuse this 
s to hate God, and to abide in hatred 
owards God necessarUy brings banish- 
nent from God's presence and God's 
reation, and the punishment of ever- 
asting destruction from the presence of 
he Lord. He that hates God will 
ontinue eternally to fight against God, 
inless his warfare is crushed and his 
atred is paralysed ; and this God reveals 
hall be brought to pass in the Lake of 
I'ire ; not by extinction of Being, but by 
pimishment which renders it powerless 
)r action and a warning to all creation. 
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Is not this just and necessary that God 
may be all in aU, and righteousness and 
happiness may pervade creation? In 
self-vindication and for a perfect self- 
manifestation must not God bring eternal 
judgment on the sinner ? 

In His love to the creatures He has 
made must not this Judgment come ? 
The Apostle exclaims (Rom. viiL 22), 
** For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth, and travaileth in pain together 
until now . . . waiting for the adoption, 
to wit, the redemption of our body." 
This body, pervaded by sin, must be 
purified — ^wiU be glorified. This world, 
which is full of sin and misery, as Scrip- 
ture explains, " lieth in the Wicked One** 
(1 John V. 19), must be cleansed and 
redeemed from the tisurper Satan's power, 
that its just Lord and Rtiler may reign 
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I fill it with glory and righteous- 

;s and happiness, to be the fitting 

)de of God's people and the fitting 

idiwork of a holy and a loving God. 

L new heaven and a new earth wherein 

elleth righteousness '' (2 Peter iii,, 

V. xxi.). 

Bere is the perfected manifestation of J^® ^^" 

■■• ^ ^ testation 

d in the beauty of holiness, in the o^ti^e 

glory of 

ngs forth of His love, m the fulness God in the 

XT' 1 1 • • .• 1 • perfected 

Uis glory ; havmg in creation and in creation. 
w creation in Christ Jesus communi- 
)ed His own being, and made man 
er His own image — ^holy, happy, glori- 
i, reflecting the beauty and loveliness 
his Creator, and serving and glorifying 
m for ever. Here is the manifestation 
what God is and of what the creature 
loves and delights in Him shall be 
de. 
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The mani- But beyond this is a further manifesta- 
of the ° tion in the Lake of Fire of what God is 
in the ^^^ ^^^ — ^f ^^^ utter ruin of those creatures 
j^®®^ who will not serve God, but rebel 
against His righteous rule and seek to 
be their own masters ; who will not 
foUow holiness, but delight in sin ; who 
abide not in love, but revel in hatred ; 
who aim not to promote the happiness 
of others but work to beguile and to 
destroy. Their rebeUion is crushed ; 
their sin, their hatred, and their malice 
are shut up in an eternal prison-house, 
where they can no more tempt nor 
defile ; but where they abide self-con- 
demned and condemned of God, an eter- 
nal manifestation of the sinfulness and 
self-destroying nature of sin. 
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haebiaon & 80ms, pbintbxa in oedina&t to heb majcstt, 

•T. kabtim's lamb. 



